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the wthor feels that the science of Asta has been seniousiy
underestimated and the West 15 only now coming to reshire
how httle 1t understands about
~—~Tle Isdtan Pxpress (\hdras
On  East and West Some Aspects of Histocic
Tholution by Constantin Repamey
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THE
INDIAN INSTITUTE OF CULTURE

BASAVANGUDY BANGALORE INDIA

INTRODUCTION

We are hiving 1 a time of intellectual and moral fer
meat 1n which signs are not wanting of broadened outlook
and deepened sympathies as the leaven of untversal con
Cepis the dream of a umited human family works 1n the
minds and hearts of men The world 15 gradually becoming
one or should we say that the recogmition of the unity
which has always existed beneath the surface differences 1s
Spreading more and more widely ?

But before the Promsed Land can be entered the
dteam be translated mto reality the wvision caught on the
Muntan top has to be brought down to the market place
The politicians and the economsts though many of them
are ready 4 accept 1n theory the desirabthity of umversal
ity and peace are not taking seriously enough the truths
Which have been glmpsed or magined by the great poets
Steative thinkers and by mot a few among the simple
Beatteq lovers of their land  The recognition of commun
1ty of interests 15 driving the polticians to ever larger
but sifyf limted groupin,s The economists are percenving
that hogeyer allunng the hope of full national self suffi
Ce1tY no pation can vltimately prosper while other
natons starye Al requre the mspiration albeit at
Second hang of the Pisgah view caught by the great ideat
ists of the past  the music makers and  the dreamers
of dreams

But {t 15 only when the vision caught by the grand of

X
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soul 15 heeded by the men of mght the arbiters of the
people s weal or woe decreers of the measures that make
for war or peace when the national planners are men con
cerned with the highest interests of all only then will
Tennyson s vision of a world at peace and of the Parha
ment of man the Federation of the world take truly
effective and enduring shape

Meantime 1t 15 on the plane of Culture that the first
mdications of a more umversal outlooh of a chmate of
thought and aspiration more propitious to world umity and
peace can be discerned The 1deal of an International
Culture 1s taking shape not as a featureless umformity 1n
which all regional distinctions will be lost but as a harmo
nious synthesis a noble structure yet in the bumilding mto
which can be fitted all that each people as each nation
has to offer of its best and finest a symphony in which
each group has 1ts distinctive instrument to play

The national cultures are holding their own but theideal
of an nternational culture has been gltmpsed  The danger
of the more powerful nations seehing to impose their cul
tural patterns upon others in the name of nternatronal cul
tural umty has to be guarded aganst as also the common
human weakness of regarding that which differs from one s
own pattern as spso facto inferior  Also an abjective view
of the culture of each group must be taken by its own most
discriminating members and the meretricious elements
rejected so that only the best of each shall be broadcast
and the cacophonous notes allowed to die out without
relaymng to a wider audience

\What are some of the signs of the spread of the inter
national cultural 1deal? One of the most stuking 1s the
growth i the number of cultural organizations which cross
political and other frontiers  Unesco has been very active
1n fostering these though the movement towards interna
tional organization antedates Unesco by many years The
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programmes of Unesco the British Council the Umted
States Information Service and similar orgamizations for the
exchange of persons are also effective for the cross fertihiza
tion of cultures  So are the activities of the International
P E N not only its bringing together of leading wniters
at its annual Congress but also 1ts 1ssuing periodically n
assoctation with Unesco The Infernattonal Bulletsn of Select
ed Books So too 1s the important translation project of
Unesco seeking to bring the best 1n each nation s cultural
heritage withmn the reach of all

More than one cnitic in the past year has stressed the
output of books having a world outlook Thus Atticus
1 the Unied Nations World for January 1951 suggested
several books giving  World Vistas Through TIiction
rightly maintaining that one way to world understanding
1s to broaden our receptive capacities increase the channels
through wiich world knowledge 1s reaching our eyes and
our ears And 1 our own Aryan Path for November
Denys Val Baker wrote illuminatingly of Bntamns
Writers of the World  referring also to the trend toward
mternational unmity to be observed 1n the hterature of Italy
as also mn 1ts films and in the writers of France Germany
Russia Greece and Yugoslavia as well
1 1s today regarded pityingly by men and
women of enlightened minds Isolation as a nationat
policy 15 dead 1n the Unmited States where 1t was once held
so strongly but where as John Ely Burchard remarked tn
The Saiurday Review of Laterature for 3rd November 1951
the long forgotten words of Donne  No man 15 an Iland
wtire of 1t self  have become a cliché

All 1s not smooth suhng naturally Creative activity
today faces numerous obstacles both from without and
from within  There 15 the threat to freedom of thought
and of expression swhich the pressure in many countries for
deol 1 conformity rep This 15 not pecuhar to

P
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the regimentation of thought under the totalitarian régmes
of which the expropriation of Le Preasa in Argentina was
an expression  The wide spread condemnation of the
effort {o make that independent jourmal conform to the
approved deological hne the pratest made 1o the capitals
of other South American countnies and by the Amerniean
Newspaper Publishers Assomation mnthe US A were hope
{ul 1ndications of the prevashing temper of the times  But
the 1ssue 15 ot closed by protesung and fargetting the
battle for freedom of wmformation has to be fought through
for prejudice thrives on 1gnorance af the facts

There have been sdeological witeh hunts even s the
democratic U S A a subtle refluction ol the very total
avian tendencies against winch the demoerioes had
fought If the writers courage nses to meet the threat
the lterary output shoud reflect thesr response to the
challenge to human digmty  Mr Norman Coustns offered
a moral stimulant . bis Sefurday Beview of Laferature for
December 3st 19351 when he brushed aside  name calhing
ar public abuse  as  the occupational hazard of beng a
wnter  addmg  Seared men are hittle men

fhe vogue of realssm 18 no doubt a check upon the
ngher flights of creattve art but it has a2 potential cor
rective 1n the tising public taste in some countties as
drama and i wunc

These 13 no doubt that n seseral parts of the world econ
ome coundiions exert a great depee stve wfluense upon
culture  Not only 1s the reading public hmted in some
parts of the sorld but alse the amount avatlable for buy
ing boeks  Talent rtsell ss being hept from makiag sts full
contribution by the malihity of very many even 1 rela
twvely prosperaus counatres to make su adequate hwiag
by the pen  Subsidies to talent have their own dangers
gnd up to a pont the economic incentive may servé as a
spur to cffort unneeded by compuisne genws but very

4
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valuable for the man of modest but genuine talent

The efforts of Unesco 1n behalf of a umversal copynght
law promise to bear fruit ere long and once a Univer<al
Copynight Convention 1s 1n effect writers interests will be
n so far safeguarded

But the chief checks to creativity come from withmn
Divided loyalties not enly play havoc with peace of mind
they mhibit the best achievement possible to an individunal
Wniters are faced with a choce between loyalty to ther
language by birth and thetr language by adoption between
esthetic standards and economic social or political propa
ganda between the pull of emotional attachment to the
nation and the group against the growing conviction of the
unity of the human farmily These choces made to 2 man s
awn satisfaction only then can he put us heart mto s
work Itis better that the struggle go on however until
he makes a choice m which both mind and heart concur
The discomfort felt by the morally sensitive from the con
scrousness of inconsistency of practice with innate sense of
justice as for instance 1n acquiescence m 1avidious racial
and other discrimination 1> hopeful for the removal of the
wrong

The wide spread spiritual malasse reported from different
countries 15 therefore not a bad sign  False values have to
be repudiated 1f true ones are to come into theirown  The
reaction against the concept of man pre ented by Western
orthedox religion and echoed oddly by recent realism
had been bound to come They had presented man 1n a
degrading Iight a corrective was needed As Mr Van Wyck
Brooks remarked in The Saturday Revtew of Luterature for
December 1st 1951 man found hum elf devaluated It
became  the fashion to see manasa fallen beng wmstead
of as the reservoir of po sibihities he had seemed of old

Men can only be asked to be self rehant when they are
supposed to be upnight
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But the rejection of traditional values or finding them
unworkable Jeft many without adequate landmarks M
Denis de Rougemont wnting on  The Conquest of
Anarchy (S RL for January 13th 1951) saw the dis
sociation between prinoiple and practice  as part of the
disease out of which totahitariamism had sprung  The sense
of trresponsibility to any moral discipline had made men
search blindly for a guide to conduct He points to the

bility of the llectuals for restoring a elear
ccncept of man s nature and place on his planet

Many of the mtellectuals have however been as much
at sca as the common man In fact as Mr C Hartley
Grattan wrote in Harper s Ma,a ine for November clanty
of wiston has evidently been lost by some writers 1n all
countries  They have he declares  lost the capacity of
assuming that at bottom they hnow what the life of man
15 all about Fortunately however sertously values may
have been eroded  the passion for them still thrives
Readers are still searching for  what 1t s all about and
he believes that they are pointing to the correct way
fornard and that wnters who have anytinng truly 1liu
minating to say can count on an audience

Happily therefore frustration s not the last word The
insistent call for great ideas 1s a most hopeful indication
that the mind of man intmtively recognizes that they must
exist and refuses to Le satisfied with spurions values
Norman Cousins wnting on  The Incomplete Power
(SRL 15t December 1951) calls a shortage of great
ideas Ameriea s most critical shortage in the present crisis
YVhat 1s needed is along with clearly defined national
purpose  the great ideas and 1deals which can mnspire and
ammate not only our own people but the peoples of the
world He sces 1t as part of the wnters prime function

to stretch the honzons of mens minds  and  to evoke
the natural greatness of men 1n response to great caus s

]
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What he demands can be the fate of passionate behefs
or compassionate acts 1 the hands of writers of thecult
of the bored ? Preoccupied with tnivia the American
people he declares—and the same applies to some extent to
people everywhere— need positive goals  They need vital
mspiration  In short they need an epic sense in an epic
time
One of the noblest calls to the writer sounded 1n recent
times was that i William Faulkner s Nobel Prize Award
Speech 1n which he averred his belief in the immortahity of
man
n & bec se be alone mong creatur s has an inexh ust ble vorce b t
b cause be has 2 soul a pnt capabl of compass on and fice and
nd rance Thepoets th w t rsd tyis to wnte abo t th e thogs
It hsprleget hlpman d re by I ftng his heart by remnd g
him of the coursg and b nourand bope nd pnd and mpas na d
pty a dsaenfice wh ch have been the glo y of hispast  The poet  voic
peednotm ly bethercod of man 1t ¢ n be e of the props the
pllars to help him end re  d prevail
In a similarly inspirtng vein Dr B Ifor Evans calls o
the Fourth Quarter 1951 1ssue of bis Adelphs for a return to
the ancient sources of wisdom in the art of hiterature and
n the world of the imaginatton and urges the creative
wrter to return to the study of the mind and expenence of
man  treasuring any moment which might have a comel
ness of shape or form or 1dea
Even nthetltm ted ¢ ssth canb a m ment of magn fic ne
and t] identficat nofth tmom tisam jorpart of the po ts{ ne
t o th holy tryst thathek ps with maninnd
A special duty of the wnter 1s to gmde public opinion
1 the direction of citizenship of a umited world ~ The new
illiteracy  Norman Cousins has wntten (SRL 8th
September 1951) 1s the illiteracy of those who can read
and wrnite but  are unprepared for the building of a world
community
They have been educated to make th m aware of the d flerences that
keep peoples apart but they are tragically ignorant of bas ¢ sumilanties
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that can br ng peoples to ether No comsumty neighbourbood has ever
been smaller than the wo 1d neighbourhood 1s today in the sense that
every man s welfare and destiny 15 inte locked with everyone else s
The major war on the plane of the intellect may well be
descnibed as that which 1s being waged perhaps uncon
sciously to the contestants between the scientific and the
classical attitudes to ife  The leaders of both groups are
humanists but each group has 1ts own particular pont of
view and the other fails to value it correctly  Techmology
lacks the mellowing influence of poetry and philosophy—it
1s using hard 1ron and steel for procuring silver and gold
The dreamers of bold dreams need the precision and the
practice of focusing the mighty moving ideas which the
telescope the microscope and the balances of the saientists
open to them It 1s for the true lover of culture to blend
the two forces imnto one for making men and peoples nobler
than they are The words of Amy Loveman carry 2 message
for both scientists and classicists and for others too —
Wwhat 1s a culture not sa phlosophy but as a pract cal man festa
tion of democratic live g7 Not learning alone or th love of knowledge
or the study of perfecton a Vatthew Araocld p t it but sarely a
compound of all these—of tradition and ¢ eace for traditon of
¢ tios ty and zea! of awareness of the problems of the hour and con
of the of the i 1and the race to the world

H —Tue CULTURAL SCENE 1951

For evaluating properly the need for and the contribu
tion past and potential of such an institulion as the
Indian Institute of Culture 1t 1s desirable not only to try
to get a bird s-eye view of the surrounding cultural terramn
but also to turn the telescope here and there outside the
Natron s boundaries  From this 1ly selective sam
phng the general background may be indicated and the
reader can be left to fill in the gaps with the help of fuller
sources of information or of 1magination and analogy

Australia had & 50 year Jubilee Celebrationin 19,1 with
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events throughout the Commonwealth n hterature and
art 1ncluding novel short story and drama competitions
and a Jubilee Exhibition of Australian Art from aboriginal
cave pamntings through the Bntish period T Inglis Moore
writing 1n Awusiralian Po try a fortmghtly review has
described the poetry of Austraha as characterized by aware
ness of the environment and of the sea by interest 1n the
national past and by a new social awareness  An editorial
mn Meanyin however quoted i Harpers Maganne for
November described an ncreasing collapse of war time
optimism 10 Australia and a social climate 1n which serious
wnters could no longer work with enthustasm  Against
this depressing picture may be set the tremendous enthu
stasm for music which for example brings 100 goo to the
open air symphony concerts 1in Melbourne

From Brazil comes the report 1n The United Nations
World for April 1951 of a nich and abundant hterary out
put but of the younger writers being 1n revolt agamnst the
rule of their elders enthroned tn the Brazillan Academy of
Letters

Writers 1n Britamn are reported hard pre sed by the
effect of the financial situation on the book market the

d m the p b tending to encourage
diversion of literary talent to the film radio and television
fields The Festival of Britain gave a filip to dramatic
and operatic revivals  Ivor Brown reported (U N THorld
June 1951) that Stratford Theatre once hard to fill had
had to be enlarged for the summer 195 flood and that it
was 2 job to keep the Bardolatrous crowds at bay
Music pamnting and the theatre recenve encouragement
from the Arts Council and the Carnegie Comruttee assists
10 the promation of music and drama 1n the rural areas
Both symphony and ballet are reported tremendously
popular

The Fiftieth Anmversary Number of The Tymes Literary

9
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Supplement published on January 18th 1952 was a mile
stone 1n Cnghsh literary cnticism  Its selection from the
cntisms of fifty years is of absorbing interest  Some af
the verdicts time has approved others the judgment of
recent years has reversed  But by and Jarge here 15 great
reviewing behind the screen of anonymty through which
The Times allows m this Anmversatv Number a few
tantahizing peeps

The Edinburgh annual Testival of Music and Drama
has become a verv popular one In Wales the National
Eisteddfod for poets principally held i a different place
each year 15 very popular as 15 the International Music
Festival held annually at Llangollen mn  the Switzerland
of Wales 1n which the choral singing competition 15 the
chief of several musical events

Canada had a National Drama Festival in 1951 with
plays in Enghish and in French  There are said to be two
mawt schools of modern Canadian poetry the verse of
socal consciousness and the verse mspwed by the 17th
century metaphysicians and by such modern poets as
Yeats Ehot and Pound

Colombia 1s apparently ontstanding for the ngh prestige
accorded by the macsses to men and women of letters
Herschel Brichell describes in United Nations World for
May 1951 how domestic servants spontaneously took a
holday 1n homage to a deceased popular wrnter

The probably lasting cultural ties formed by Egypt
through her theatre arts are referred to by Abdel Megmd
hamadan wnting on  Egypt s Theatre Is International
{U N World March 1931) The influence of the French
theatre 1 Egypt 1s said to nave been profound

Tremendous literary activity 1s reported from France
where writing has traditionally been regarded as a second
profession and hence writers are less at the mercy of
econggme conditions  but one reviewer Albert Guérard,

10
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remarked in The Saturday Rewiew of Lsierature for 31st
March 1951 that most French wrnters today were social
scientists € Hartley Grattan wrnting in Harper s for
November found French writers burdened with the woes of
hving and positive voices like that of Raymond Aran
few above the mournful murmur The French hterary
mind he wrote seemed to be runmng around 1 circles
ofad g order of fi

In Germany the most important contributions in the
last three years have been in practical fields though the
attempt 15 being made by some periodicals Leo Lamd
reports 1n  Pilgnims Without Shrines (S R L 13th
January 1951) to discuss political social and spiritual
problems with an open mind  Merkur a literary magazine
of ment had profoundly condemned the wide spread eva
swn of thinking throuh past mstakes The Festival of
Berlin descnibed 1n France Asie (Saigon Viet Nam) for
January 1952 seems to have been noteworthy for the
remarkable contribution of the municipal orchestra and
especially because of the participation 1n the Festival not
only of the Enghsh but also of the French who were
represented by the Comédie Frangaise

To turn to the Indian scene there has been much ht
erary activity wn several languages mostly 1t 1s claimed 1n
Bengal: Tamil and Hindi  though m the recent All India
Short Story Competition organized by the Hindustan Tsmes
{Delh1) the first and second prizes went to Malayalam and
Telugu stortes respectively while another Malayalam and
a Gujarat: short story and four in Enghsh won the remain
g six prizes There 1s said to be more actiity mn the
Indian languages than in Lngh b Though 1n many Astan
countries the creative wnter does feel the pull from both
sides we cannot quite agree with the editortal dictum tn
the Safurday Revtew of Literainre for August 4th that the
Eastern wnter s heart responds to the native tongue s
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mind to the acquired Curopean one  In India the impact
of English hterature has played 2 very important rdle n
awakemng heart feeling as well as intellectual perception
Unfortunately Lnghsh s almost the only European tongue
well and widely known 1n India While 1ts retention 15 of
the utmost value for 1nter regional as well as mternational
communication the demands of world cultural nnderstand
1ng are bound as time goes on to bring a wider acquaint
ance with the other chief languages of Europe as well as
with these of Asia

The major single difficulty with Indian writers seems
to be that of finding publishers and buyers of books  More
and more poets seem to be turning to oral recitations for
the shanng of their insights and their intmitions

1t 15 a matter for congratulation that mitativeness
natural first reaction to the Western culturalimpact seems
1o be fast dving out though the Western and especially
the English influence unmistal ably persists  In the opmion
of ane cntic of discernment however things have moved
so fast that Indiaus generally seem to be at a loss in
attempting to define themsel i the context of thewr
newly attained freedom winch confusion 15 reflected 1n all
the arts  The wdigenous classical influence according to
I though strong in music fairly strong 1n hiterature and
dominant 1n sculpture 15 almost dead 1n panting wiule the
onginal phase 1 the diff t 1s of exp 1s for
the most part still 1n embryo

Among the younger pamnters especially in Bombay and
Delln theres however much expenmental work reported
The death late in 1951t of the famous artist Abamndranath
Tagore closed a chapter in the history of Indian art

‘The theatre movement has been maling progress against
many obstacles among which the chief 15 perhaps certan
groups using the stage for propaganda  Another s a facl
of stage facihhies waithin the means of the enthusustic

12
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amateur groups who form the spearhead of the develop-
ment This 1s proving a greater handicap than the lang
uage diversity In Bombay which 15 the headquarters of
the Indian National Theatre group which has no 1deological
axe to grnnd and which has branches 1n several parts of
India plays are given 1n several languages The I N T
offerings mnclude dance ballets mn the classical tradition as
well as social plays and shits and a mobile stage set on
two vans now makes 1t possible to bring plays to the mli
areas and some day to the villages A Children s Theatre
Section inaugurated 1 1956 with a cinldren s ballet Bailo-—-
a Gujarati adaptation of Pinochio—has been formed by this
group of which Shrimati hamaladevi Chattopadhyaya has
been National President since its start in 1944 The
Theatre Centre of Indra orgamzed by the Indian National
Theatre and including about 40 groups 1s affiliited with
the International Theatre Institute

The formation 1n Delhi 1n 1950 of a Natya Sangha for
the creation of a theatre of high artistic standards in the
MNation s capttal and for providing amateur talent with
facilities for studying dramaties and allied arts 1s a hope
ful recent development

There were some outstanding writers at the Indian
Congress for Cultural Freedom held 1n 1951 but there are
said to have been many more creative artists at the Peace
Congress which followed 1t a menth later and which 1s
alleged to have been politically inspired It 1s easy to
draw from this the conclusion that the majonty of Indias
creative artists are sympathetic to Soviet lines of thought
but a cultural congress under the guise of a peace effort
cannot be taken as a wholly valid criterion

An All India Cultural Conference of which Shri Shankar
110 Deo was Secretary was also held at Delhin 1951

India has several institutions which have been erving
the cause of culture and promoting cultural sympathies
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between peoples and linguistic areas

Wiiting on  The Italian Novel in the Twentieth Cen
tury n East and West Giovanm Savelhi described the
lyrical 1dealistic yet mtrospective and moral trend of a
group of younger wrters as agamnst the Lxistentialiem of
Itahian stamp of another group of novelists  Contemporary
American novels and certun cutrent literary trends in
Lurope had also had therr influence The present day
novel 1n Italy 1s described as a blending of extreme realism
with a groping psychological ndefiniteness  Giovanni
Calendols wrniting on  Dramatic Art m Italy (U N
World July 1951) says that in 7he Gambler by Ugo Betti
great problems of the soul are presented with  the sincere
and eager desire to solve them on the level of i h poetry

The St Vincent Prize for the most successful drama of
1951 was divided between A DeBenedetti and E DeFilippo
for their respective dramas The Last Ise Minutes and
Safety Fust The Itahan Institute for Theatrical Ex
changes 1s reported to have pliced several Italran dramas
n Pans and 1n Spam Argentina and Scandinavia

The Umbrian festival of sacred music held annually at
Perugia 15 described 1n East and West for January 1951
The author mentions Italy s firm musical tradition
which discourages wild experiments and exaggeration

Prof Wallace Stegner writing in The Saitirday Revew
of Laterature for August 4th 1951 descnibes the literary
scene 1n the Philippines where publishers and readers are
too few and where the urbamzed writers draw their themes
largely from the villages from which they are voluntary
exiles

The struggle of Turlush wniters to make the langnage of
hterature as simple as possible 1s deseribed 1n the Autumn
195t Books Abroad The traditional Persian influence
Orhan Buran declares has been shaken off but bndging
the gap between the written and the spoken language 1s
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still a problem Turkish hterature today 1s said to be
dominated by folk hterature and by folk art withats ele
ment of humour Modern Turkish dramas are comedies
descrtbed as half humorous half satinical  In 1951 another
work of Mrs Halide Edip Adivar was published 1n English
translation  The TWren was a Turkish best seller i the
19205 1t has been translated into English by Sir Wyndham
Deedes as The Autobiography of a Turkish Garl

The trend from fiction to realism noted as a striking
feature of the contemporary cultural scene applying to
Interature as well as to the film has been mentioned In
the United States though some excellent novels are beng
wrntten they are apparently not selling as they once did
Short stores are holding their own m America but political
biography and other wniting which partakes of realism
seem to be displacing the novel Publishers eekly
{New York) reports that of 1o 872 books pubhshed 1n the
U S A 1 the first 11 months of 1951 only 1982 wete
works of fiction  The language of hiterature 1s changing in
that country Donald C Lloyd declares 1n the Awmterscan
Scholar { Summer 1g51) taking on regional characteristics

The claim 1s made that there 15 much onginal art being
produced 1n the Soviet Union and that much oniginal wnting
1s being done  The propaganda colouring of much that 1s
translated for dissemmation abroad as in the periodical
Sovset Literature does not necessanly negative this claim
or deny the gh prestige and encouragement which the
creative artist is reported to enjoy 1n the Soviet Umon
though 1t makes 1t as difficult to affirm as to deny these
claims There are different ways of giving the desired
complexion even to perhaps oniginally spontaneous produe
tions of the creative artist as for example by suppressing
here and over emphasizing there  May 1t not be that the
quahty and quantity of the ongimnal creative output are
not pecessanily impugned by the use to which it may be
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put 10 a cultural offensive directed at winning friends for
the Soviet? Let us give Soviet culture the benefit of the
doubt  Other countries also try to populatize ther creativ
artists output and such an effort may be a help towards
world cultural understanding provided the cultural out
lines are not hidden behind the propaganda screen

Such 1s 1n silhouette the background against which
must be judged the need for an Institute of Culture such
as this non partisan unsectarian unprejudiced an enemy
of none a friend to all seeking the best in every peoples
contribution to world culture offering 1ts effort to the
dream of umversal brotherhood and peace The Indian
Institute of Culture has aligned itself with the constructive
forces which are working to refine the dross of personal
and national self interest 1nto the pure gold of altruism and
disinterested service

III —OUR ACTIVITIES IN I931

All the activities described 1n our previous reports con
tinued 1nto 1951 though durng the year the Ladies Group
Lectures and the lectures in hannada the regional fanguage
were discontinued after four meetings 1n each group had
been held The relative attendance at these and the
English pubhe lectures indicated that the latter were more
popular both with the lndies and with the great majonity of
the edurated hannada speaking public and so the special
lectures for particular sections of the commumty were
gwven up

‘The William Quan Judge Cosmopolitan Home for cut
of town students 1n Bangalore mstitutions of higher educa
tion continues to have a long waiting hst though accom
modation for several mo e young men 1s afforded by the
transfer of the Home from 1ts former rented quarters a few
houses away from the Institutes own property to the
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remodelled building 1n the Institute grounds in which the
public library was formerly housed The members of the
Home like those who join the Institute itself subscribe to
Universal Brotherhood as an ideal and as a guide to
attempted practice Besides attending the short danly
gatherings at which great unsectarran 1deas 1deals and
characters are presented in readings or in talks members
of the Home are expected to take advantage of one cultural
meeting at the Institute each week the choice of meeting
being left to them  The daily gathenings at the Home are
open to such of the public as wish to avail themselves of
them

Friendliness and co operation without any of the false
barriers recognized by too many 1n the modern world are
the key note of the relationship between members of the
Home who are besides provided with wholesome and
pleasant surroundings pure food and recreational opportun
1es along with aregmen which places a high value on
punctuality neatness etc As mentioned 1n our last Report
the value to the C pol Home ); of the
opportuntzes 1t offers for an ordered programme and friend
1y co operation as well as 1ts presentation of worthy 1deals
has been spontaneously recogmzed by many parents as
well as by young men themselves

The growth of the Institute Library s collection of books
1n the cultural field has been steady In 1951 556 books
were added bringing the total to 4 819 There are now
1 679 pamphlets and broct luding books of under
56 pages 1n the Library s permanent collection 218 having
been added 1m 1951 During the same period the Library
mcreased 1ts number of completed volumes of perniodicals
bound and unbound by 303 bnngmng these to a total of
983  The total collection as on 31st December 1951 was
7 48tatems  Duning the year besides 57 perodicals were
added to those currently received for the reading tables
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bringing the total to 157

The {nstitute welcomes all without charge to its reading
room and bocks may be withdrawn by the members both
of the Institute and the Cosmopohtan Home  The attend
ance at the Library has been maintained the daly attend
ance being about 30 32 total 11 200 for the year

The books are for the most part 1n Enghsh but there
are some [rench books and a good selection of books 1n
kannady Valuable contributtons to the Library s collec
tions and pertodicals have been recewved from Dr Dorothy
L heur Dr Hans kehn Dr Arthur E Morgan Dr 3
Raghavan Dr George Sarton Prof Wallace Stegner The
British Counc! The Brtish Information Services The
Hazen Toundation The Library of Congress Princeton
University The Smithsoman Institution The Umversity of
Buenos Ares The Unnversity of Chicago The U S Book
Lxchange The U S Information Service Madras and The
Woodrow Wilson T'oundation

The g1ft of an Epidiascope by a fniend of the Institute
not mentioned in last year s report has proved most valu
able m connection with iflustrated lectures

The Library was moved eatly in November to larger
quarters m the new bwmlding erected In the Instiutes
grounds and declared open on November 1oth 1951 which
houses also the Institute Office and an attractively designed
and furmshed auditorium seating some 300 people

The Institute s pubhic programme of activities to which
all are welcome has continned without a breal since the
summer of 1947 A bref analysis of the meetings held
under the Institute s auspices in 195t follows —

There were to Special Meetings during the vear of
which 6 related to umversal brotherhood and peace 2
commemorated national events 1 was the Institutes own
Anmversary Meeting and another the Opening of the New
Hall at whick a lecture was given on  Our Need The

.
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Light of Great Ideas {See Spectal Meetings section
for particulars ) In connection with the celebration of
Human Rights Day on 10th December a two day display
of posters and matenal from the Unesco Exhibition Album
of Human Rights was held

At the Discussion Meetings an activity introduced the
previous year II papers were read and considered Of
these 3 dealt with ethical problems 2 were in the sphere
of religion 1 dealt with international relitions 1 with
Norwegian culture 1 with an anthropological and x with
a psychological theme 1 with freedom of thought and the
last with  Marx and History  (Pleasesee Special Papers
Discussed 1951 )

There were 66 general lectures 1n 1951 an ncrease of
25 over 1950 At these meetings the speahers were Indians
an 36 cases Europeans and Americans in 29 while one
meeting was a sympostum tn which Indians shared the plat
form with Dr Alfred G I'sk and Dr Ruth C Wnght
directors of the Study Tour of adult Americans which
wisited Bangalore mn July the subject of the meeting
having been The Common People Must Meet to Build
One World—The Part of the US A and of India  Before
the meeting the Institute was At Home to the visttors

The foreign speakers were from Canada Denmark Eng
Iand France Holland Scotland Switzerlandand the US A
Two of the lectures by a French lady were on the culture
of Cambodia

Of the general le~tures 10 were devoted to problems of
human understanding and of peace 8 to hferary subjects
7 to drama art music and the dance 7 to psychology
(mcluding a sertes on - The Cld by Dr M V Gownda
swamy} 6 to the culture and achievements of other coun
tries 5 to political Yy 4 to 1 probl 4 to
educational problems 4 to philosophy 3 to sociology and
anthropology 3 to history 2 each to religion and to sc1
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ence and one to mon vialence { For partiedis® =
sec  Public Lectutes—Engh h ) n

Twelve books were orally reviewed 1n the Bock
sion Meetings Al were works of cultural valye 5%
scen from the hist of Dook Discussions 1951 2%
I were books with a message for our troubled tiroes

Of the 4 hannada lectures 2 were of literary e
and the others dealt respectively with Srvaduattd

Is Astrology a Science ?  ( Please see the hst of d

Lectures—Kannada 1951 )

Three of the Ladies Group Meetings were oft !
themes and the fourth dealt with Women tn a Chan
Order  {Pleasesee Lughsh Lectures—Ladies GrotP

Again 1n this Report space himitations uniortuml!"
forbid our summarizing the excellent oral reviews preses’fd
‘belore the Book Discussion Meetings as also the Lad®
Meetings and the lectures in hannada

We have al o for the same reason not gwven pacticubs®
of the three highly appreciated recitals of Indian mu?
arranged by the Institute duning the year and histed undef

Musical Recitals 1951 In addition to these Pandl

Narayana Rao illustrated with musical selections his lectutt
on Time and Music on June 11th and several fine selec
t ons of Indian devotronal music were played by Shrimat
Vengadamma and Shnmat: hatlasam Iyer as part of the
programme arranged on the occasion of the opening of th
new hall

We may mention that on the conclusion of Shrimat: N
Sharada s beautiful v1na recital with mrdan,a accompam
ment at the closing meeting of the year when there was a
capactty audience of 370 Dr L S Dorasam: the Honorary
Secretaty took occasion while thanking the talented young
musictan to express thanks on behalf of the Institute for
the generous co aperation feceived not only from the many
who had given thewr services as lecturers chawmen of
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meetings reviewers of books authors of papers considered
at Discussion Meetings and artists but also from those
who had tahen advantage of the Institutes programme
week 11 and week out

The Institute he said had received most valuable help
also from the Unesco Offices at Paris and Delb: the UNO
at New York and New Delht the Amencan Australian
Canadian French Iraman Norwegian Spanish and Swiss
Diplomatic and Consular Representatives the United States
Information Service the Bntish Councl and the Bntish
Information Services and others

Twice during the year on 29th June and 28th Decem
ber the Institute had an appreciative write up of 1ts activi
ties and 1ts contributton to the true internpational spirit
1n the Unesco Features A long note upon the Indian In
stitute of Culture occupied the first two pages of the Septem
ber 1951 1550€ of the World sn Brief (New York ) edited by
Mr Willam D Allen who has long been sympathetic with
the Institute s undertaking  Shn kS Viswanathan also
contributed to Careers and Cotirses {New Dell ) for Novem
ber an apprectation of The Indian Institute of Culture
Bangalore

Early 1n January the Institute was visited by Sic John
and Lady Russell and late 1n the year by Dr Alan Gregg
Director of the Medical Services Diviston of the New York
Headquarters of the Rockefeller Foundation who addressed
a small gathering of Institute friends and members and
Mrs Gregg They were P d by Dr Rich dh
Anderson Representative for India of the International
Health Division of that Toundation

The Institute was represented by invitation at the
London Parhiamentary Conference for World Government
by Miss Ethel Beswick and Shri Raghavan N Iyer

A message was sent by the Institute to the Conference
f tha Trtarmnatinnal Ti1aican Committer of Oroan .
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for Peace held from August 17th to 23td at Elsinote Den
mark where the Institute s message printed below was
read —

The Indian Institute of Cultuee at Basavangud, Tangalore sends iy
cord at good vishes for th fry tfal dehiberations at Tlswoore of the rep
sesentahl es of O gamyz tovs for Peace ThisIn titur for the past mix
years hag carried on ts work for mutnal nderstanding between peoples
and for deep ning tl e sense of in 3 v dusl resoans bil ty sustained by tle
couv ct on that world uu ty and peace will come about not througt tie
denun ation of war or by w shiut th nk ng or through cre dal or other
part al b othe toods tut by the promulgation end practic of Unsversal
B otherhood 1n allats mplications of just ce of st anng of mutual interest
sympathy and t leran e

Analogy being the rule 1 nature the ctainreact anattl atomelevel
bas its counterpa t 9 the human famly  The ud v dual who becomes a
cente# of pe ce o mself who ideate and acts in terms of justice and
compassion for ali men peoples h s cursent in spac  with inflnences for
good wh ch other m nda must feel and other lives will emulate

Letus then with rener ed fa th in a0 8 divine potent alities and 1n
the ultumate tuamph of £ ghteausness and love over cruelty and hate
¥n ¢t brotherly bands 1o ethe and go on with our com non work in
4 1 rent parts of the globe 1o ush 7 {n the daws of brott erhood n a
wapeacel | nd un ted world

We note that the theme to be cons dered 13 How can the Orgasiza
t ons for peace contribute to solving the probiem posed by the di 1sion of
the world into two blocs > Mav we off r the follo v ng sugg st oos for
your ¢on deration ?

To us the answer seems to be for orgamzat 0ns as well as ndividual
10 fix theiwr own attention and to direct that of qthers to that which
underlies the surface differences

The common b mamty of st of uy whether in the Russian or the
\We tern group or  otside both {aith in the moral law and in the shared
15e2)s 0} humap condner  mntsal sympsthy based on mutea) scqoaler
ance w th the aspirations and the diffi uitie  the act ievements and the
failures of men and women everywhere these seem to us the sohd rock
6a which alone the ed Hre of peace can safely rest

Co op ration ta the ful est extent possible with UYnesco 1s va eflortato
br pg abont mut 2l cultural appreciat on and with a)i people of good w Il
and Jovers of peace everywhere 8 ms an  mportant step towards world
umty and peace

And for the rest let us preach justy ¢ tolerance compas on and the
‘brotherhood of ali human ty and the heart of man wilt show the way out
of the w lderness @ o whick the conficting 1deolog es have fed the warld
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It also sent a paper for the consideration of the import
ant East West Sympostum on  The Concept of Man and
the Philosophy of Education i East and West  sponsored
jointly by Unesco and the Government of India which was
held at New Delhi in December  The Institute s contribu
tion which was made available to the Delegates 1n English
and 10 French was discussed there and has been published
m the January 195z 1ssue of the Institutes organ T4
Aryan Path and as 1ts Reprint No 8
From January 195t edited reports of the followmng
lectures delivered orignal papers read and discussed at the
Indian Institute of Culture i 1951 etc have been pub
lished 1n the Institute s monthly organ The Aryan Path
Lectures delivered in person are indicated by an astensh
(1) * Children Without Fear by Dr M V Gowinda
swamy January 1951

{2) * Public Life by Dr M C Munsi: February
1951

{3) * The Intesrnationality of Literature by Dr
Wallace Stegner March 1951

(4) Atumsa on the Tarm by Dr Alexander F
Skutch March 2951

{(5) * The Nature and Destiny of Man A Spintual
View by D¢ P Nagaraja Rao Apnl 1951

(6) * Unesco Studies of Social Tensions by Dr
Gardner Murphy May 1951

{7) The Albigensian Struggle for Spiritual Freedom
What It Means Tor Us Today by Mrs Hannah
Closs June 1951

(8) * Poetry in Sansknt Inscriptions by Dr Baha
dur Chand Chhabra September 1951

(9) * Philosophy and Medicme by Dr Bernard
Phillips September and October 1951

{r0) The Present Crisis in Psychology by Dr J R
Smythies November 1951
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{rz) * A Plea for Integrated Living by Dr S
kamesam January 1952
(12) The Concept of Man and the Philosophy of
Education 1n East and West  a Paper submtted
by the Institute and discussed at the Symposium
on this subject held at Delhi 13th to zoth Decem
ber 1951 sponsored jointly by Unesco and the
Indian Government January 1952
The Institute s publications have been widely and n
almost all cases sympathetically reviewed A few of the
reviews are quoted on the front cover page of this Report
The Indran Institute of Culture in the modest measure
of 1ts oppertumty 1s attempting to strengthen the forces
that are working for world peace and human umty Con
vinced as those responsible for 1t are of human brotherhoed
and of the Moral Law which bears alike on individuals and
nations 1t is trying to quicken n those within the sphere of
its wnfluence through its meetings 1ts free library and 1ts
publications the sense of individual and socral responsibil
1ty It seeks to widen their outlook to deepen their sym
pathies 1n short to promote a real communion of minds
with recognition of shared needs and 1denls
It stands for tried and proven values independent of
creedal or political formulas sure that there 15 sohd ground
to be reached out of the morass in which so many thinkers
are floundering today Recogmizing the wisdom to be
found 1n the hentage from the Ancient East 1t accepts the
ancient propositions that evolution 1s not only of bodies
but pre emimently of souls and that man progresses by his
own efforts It stands for respect for man gque man and
for the individual s right to self deterrmination of thought
and of expression It works for mutual tolerance and an
endunng peace
The Institute has numerous foreign members and sym
pathizers in several countries There was an mcrease of
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64 2 per cent in the total number of Institute members i
1951 not ncluding the new class of Asscciate Members
created during the year for relatives of Members Partic
ulars of membership or answers to any questions on the
Institute s aims and working will be furnished on request by
Dr L S Dorasamm Honorary Secretary The Indian Insti

tute of Culture 6 North Public Square Road Basavangudi

Bangalore 4
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INDIAN REPUBLIG DAY
25th January 1951

The Tirst Anmvessary of the Indian Republic  which
was formally brought 1wt bewng on January 26th 1950
was observed by the Indian Institute of Culture by a Spec
1al Meeting

Mr B P Wadia who presided mentioned at the out
set the sigmificance of Indias record as a Republic and a
Secnlar State 1n view of the expectations raised by Gan
dhiy s leadershnp and his ideals

Shri G S Ullal consdening as an Advocate  The In
dran Republic and Civil Rights  emphasized the duty of

the educated to spread among the population at large 1
formation as to the civil nights guaranteed under the Con
stitution  He felt however that i the interest of democ
racy the fundamental rights now guaranteed required ex
pansion by amendment of the Constitution under pressure
of public opion  Though for example freedom of speech
and expression were guaranteed freedom of the Press was
not  Ouer the other great tool of propaganda {he rado
there was no popular control The door moreover was
open to the passage of laws curtailing personal liberty The
nights to work and to gamn a decent subsistence and to a
certam standard of social secunity remained to be assured
The State he held existed for the benefit of 1ts citizens
On the foundation Jaud 1a the Constitution a fine democ
racy could be reared he was not pess mstic the mean: ot
overcome the present shortcomings was 1n the s[ °
hands but the economtc regeneration of the counl(7eup o
pressing for the withstanding of Communmst pres: .
the ;trengthenmg of the forces of democracy Snd j"rl:d?)::rd
{r Philip Spratt speaking on  The Indian Republic
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and Iuternational Refations  made a thoughtful and sym
pathetic survey of Intha s foreign policy since the acquire
ment of freedom n August 1947 He saw Mr Nehrus
handhng of the almost domestic problem between In
dia and Palastan on the hashmir issue s well as of the
broader probiems of foresgn policy as  a tragedy of ideal
1sm winch had stuek to 1ts guns in a world not fit for 1t
It no long r seemed that the Iigher principle of secular
democracy for which Mr Nebra had stood was likely to
tumph 1n Kashmir  Similarly s legalistic and wordd
stand upon Tormosa had brought um tnto opposition to
the reabstic political policy 1dopted by the United States
and most other nations  Mr Spratt felt that Mr Nehru
disbelief in 2 C prog of world expansion
was unrealistic  he himsell had more than once mentioned
the po 1bility of Indiy being overrun by armue. from the
expanding countries of Asia to be met if they came by the
methods of Candlujt  Inasmuch as Nr Spratt feared that
Mr Nehrus high ideals were only too hikely to be shatter
ed agunst the reluctarce to submt to them of other people
witlding power he felt that the verdict of tragedy was in
evitable  a noble verdict but a sad one

Mr Wadia in Ins closmg remarks brought out that the
people had to be educated deed 1n ther cwvil mghts
present and potential but abo i thewr resporsibiities
thought and action

As to the international situation unothing he declared
wonld save the warld but the holdng in people s cansciou
ness of the great moral pnnoiple of fratermty  The re
sponse to invasion 1f 1t came was vitaliy smportant but
India could not fulfil the world s expectations as the coun
try whose father was Mahatma Gandin unles before any
foreign catastrophe came her people rose above pravincial
1sm and rehigions fanatict mo the barners of social castes
and classes and of narrow patnoti m and saw Indix as a
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great Republic based upon democratic principles and part
of the brotherhood of all humanity having duttes towards
all
A rather truculent attitude having b en taken by one

of the audience who objected to something one of the
peakers had said the Chairman strongly affirmed the
stand of the Indwan Institute of Culture on the right to full
freeaom of exp 1 which 1t believed and which 1t al

lowed to every speaker from sts platform Learning to
concede fo others the right to hold and to express views
with which one might not agree was part of the traimng
democracy which all required and which the Institute offer

ed to those who attended 1ts meetings




TINCOLN DAY
12th February 1951

Mrs Robert Briggs Watson wife of the Director for the
Far Eastern Regton of the Rochefeller Foundation s Inter
national Health Diviston presided at the Symposum
organized by The Indian Institute of Culture on the birth
anmversary of the great Amencan Abraham Lincoln

Dr D Guramurts whospokeon Lincoln The Creator
of the United States compared Lincoln wath Juhus
Czsar and Mahatma Gandln all men of mtegrty 2l great
orators and all assassinated  Lincoln had stood vahantly
for the Umon and for lasting peace as Gandhiyt had
saenficed his hife for communal harmony

Mr Lawrence Burr a workern the ¥ MCA Madras
spoke on  Lincoln the Liberator To um Lincoln was
the svmbol of the aspirations and struggles of the American
people at that period  Slavery such as Lincoln bad abohish
ed was no more but the wdea of controlling man mind
and body bad to be met today Mr Burr shetched graph
1cally Lincoln s youth and s early reaction against slavery
He had put human nghts above property nghts  Mr Burr
said that hus people stifl had certain handicaps to overcome
{for Ametica to be able to point proudly to the achseventent
po sible for a free people but progress was beng made

He felt at home with the Indian people but he urged
them to recogmize the fact that the indindual must be the
basts of a lasting society not caste distinchions or even the
Socal Welfare State  He appealed to Indians and Amer
1cans to bridge the gull existing between the difierent parts
of the world the future of the world depended he sad
upon the integration of American and Indian 1%eals and
the freedom of the world was worth working for ~ ~
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Mr Burr quoted Lincolns Gettysburg Address and
urged 1n clostng rededication to the principles of freedom
with which Lincoln had identified himself

Mr Stanley R Chartrand U 8§ A Consul 1n Madras
and Public Relations Officer of The Umted States Informa
tion Service Madras referred at the outset to the bond
between America and Indra because of Lincoln and of Gan
dinjt  His subject was  Lincoln s Influence on Democratic
Thought and Lincoln s having been an individual of very
humble ongin who bad risen to the Presidency was itself
an aspect of democracy and had had a great influence 1n
Tadia and elsewhere He spole of Lincoln s moral strength
his firmness combined with tolerance and gentleness his
honesty and courage his desire to do the nght thiag how
ever difficult and his great humanttananism

Mr Chartrand sketched Lincolns political career and
how he had saved the Umon and abolished slavery and
regretted that the influence of great men was not as greatly
felt as 1t should be  What men hike Abraham Lincoln and
Mahatma Gandht had done and stood for needed to be
thought about and discussed

Let us be glad he concluded  that the ideals are
there—ideals of freedom of courage of moralty and the
strength to go forward and still 1t seems to me that the
humanmtanan touch of these great men was even greater

In her closing remarks Mrs atson pointed to the paral
le] between the conditions and the crisis which the United
States had faced 1n the 60 s and the cnsis faced by the
world today

Lincoln had considered himself a simple individual who
had certain principles by which he regulated his Iife Meet
1ng datly 1n the hght of those principles the problems the¢
had come before mm he had finally been selected o fes”
his country at a cntical ime and had become great

Most of us the Chairman said would not be calie4
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to be great but 1f 1n our contacts with our fellow men we
had the capacity and the singleness of purpose that Lincoln
and Mahitma Gandhn had shown then India now in her
mfancy 1n the world of nations and Amernca a leader in
this critical time mght reach the goal which they bad in
their lifetimes reached It was for their countrymen to

rededicate th lves to their unfinished tashs
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THE COMMON PEOPLE MUST MEET TO BUILD
ONE WORLD

THE PART OF THE USA AND OF INDIA
21st July 1951

Talang advantage of the presence 1n Bangalore of the
directors and members of a non governmental Travelling
Semmar from the USA this meeting was arranged for
mutual benefit The Directors of the Semmar Dr Alfred
G Fisk Professor of Philosophy of San Franaisco State
Umwversity and Dr Ruth C Wnight Dean of Students of the
College of the City of New York were the chief participants
from the Amencan side The meeting was under the
Chairmanship of Shnn B P Wadia

Dr Tisk made the statement that all problems i the
world whether political economic cientific labour or
what not were fundamentally rooted in human relationships
Human relationship was the pnimary factor and all these
would find therr legitimate place when this was satisfac
tortly solved How was the common man to solve this
problem facing every individual 1n the world today? Dr
Fisk suggested that every individual no matter what his
circumstances could become 2 bridge builder  1n lus own
home from homes 1t would spread into the neighbourhood
—islands of peace and human relationships  These islands
umting with 1slands formed elsewhere would make up con
tinents and finally the world would be engulfed by the
power of fellowship started by individuals at home 1n their
daily walks of life

Dr Wright when she spoke tried to build a brdge of
understanding between the peoples of India and her country
She showed that the Hollywood film industry and the large
American monthly magazines sold all over the world were
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America s greatest enemies For the films and advertis
ments were not true representatives of the manner of hving
of the common man 1 America Of American women
60% worl ed and 94%, of these women one poll had showed
were worhing because 1t was requisite for them to do so for
the sake of thewr famylv  Her plea to India was not to looh
upon Amenica as Santa Claus but as a nation of common
men hke Indians having the same obstacles and difficulties
to overcome that Indiaus had

The first speaker presenting the Indian pownt of view
was Shrt B T Parthasarathy He traced the historical
development of the concept of One World jrom Grecian
tumes to the modern day Then he went on to show the tash
Iying before India to accomphish  While other European
countries and later Amenca had taken time to develop
wto the nations they now were India had to catchupin a
very short time with the rest of the world Having faith
in the democratic 1deal she hoped with the help of the
democratic countries to live up to it

Shtt D N Hosalt asked whether the common people of
Tndia were the 10% city dwellets or the go% willagers  The
villages were rife with superstition and full of orthiodoxy
Therefore he felt that the meeting of the common people
could only be betsyeen the educated casses of India and the
other parts of the world The 1deal of One World could
come about he said by military conquest or by a fusion of
cultures

Before the ltvely meeting was closed the audience asked
many questi0ns on Amencan policies and other points of
misunderstanding between the two countries Not only
did the directors of the Seminar answer these questions
but other members of their group also contributed

Shn B P Wadia closed the meeting by cleaning the
question as to who the commion people were  The common
people of India he smd were the villagers and they were
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though illiterate 1n some respects more ethical and cultured
than the educated city dwellers These villagers were
capable of following the 1dea of One World and of being
active participants in the scheme while the very education
of the modern man gave a separative tendency Human
relationship  he saxd could be established by men who
spoke the language of the heart not of the head  The com

mon man anywhere understood and could practise the
teachings of the heart  All the great teachers of all coun

tries had spohen of the umity of mankind Knshna
Buddha Jesus Muhammad had all said that Deity presided
i the hearts of all men not only 1n tht or that community
or sect The Indian Institute of Culture he said existed
to b. a bridge builder and to jomn with other bridge builders
1n the mighty tash of keeping before men the doctrine of
the spiritual umty of all mankind  He closed hs talk by
thanking the Semnar for its contribution towards build

g a mighty link between the East and the West
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WORLD PEACE AND RABINDRANATH TAGORE
7th August 1951

This jomnt eelebration of World Peace Duay and of the
death anmversary of the poet Randranath Tagore was

vened under the chanr p of Prof W Anantin
ramiah  The lecture dehivered on this occasion by Shn I
Chandrasekharan of Madras has appeared as Transaction
No 8 of the Indian Institute of Culture
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INDIAN INSTITUTE OF CULTURE DAY
13th August 1951

Shn B P Wadia 1 hrs introductory remarks recalled
the founding of the Institute s1x years before  with farth
1n the great law of the living umverse He called upon
Shr1 h Gura Dutt to give gmdance and inspiration for the
coming year by presenting the concept of culture which
was losing 1ts significance

Giving the address of the day on  Aspects of Culture
Shni Guru Dutt Director of Public Instruction in Mysore
State satd that he had not prepared his speech for he felt
at home amongst the Institute s andience and spoke bet
ter and what he said was better adjusted to the temper of
the audience 1f he did not prepare 1t

Culture he said had many meanmngs It was equated
with civilization when the culture of pnmitive peoples was
discussed  But culture was better understood 10 terms of
what distingumished man from the ammal It was mans
overcoming of ammal passions and his acquiring of humane
qualities which made lm more or less cultured The more
cultured the less brute like and the more goditke

Shn Gurn Dutt gave the steps along the path of cul
ture The first was Sadhana well directed effort at con
trol of the passional nature and the fostering of the higher
powers producing the self disciphined Sadhu  Purusharth
the pattern for a full and rounded lfe was based on
Dkarma the performance of a mans own duties or social
obligations  Artha and Rama were also considered good
amms Artha being ambition for wealth and knowledge and
Kama desire itself  The three formed a tnmty —Dharma
hama and Artha  One without tne other resulted 1n lop~
sided or uncultured development The three in proper

39




THE § DIAN IiSTITUTE OF CULTURE

proportions alone made a cultured man  Desire and stoy
g for wealth and Fnowledge were to be held in restramt
by the performance of duties

Sadhana he said included sacrifice and also Yoga
which brought the higher nature or Buddh: into play A
cultured man had to recognize the unseen universe as well
as the visible one  Besides the world of the physical there
were the sukshma or subtle and the spiritual worlds

A really culiured man would recognize these other
realms as well as the visible untverse  To rveach the 1deal
aof real culture a man would have to endeavour for many
lives but being immortal could by long effort reach the
goal

Shri B P Wadia referred to the sukshma mentioned by
Shn: Gure Dutt defining 1t as the super electromagnetic
substance making up the personal soul of man  And with
out soul without the light of spirit carried by 1t how can a
man of the world become cultured ? Once there had been
a umversal religion and the cultured man was one who
hived the Religion which integrated body mund and soul
When that was accomphished his mind was luminous and
graciousness and compassion flowed out from 1t to his fellow
men

It was to help 1n the formation of truly cultured men
and women that the Institute had come into existence It
was not trying to spread ordmary knowledge so much as to
stir the hearts of men so that they might become lovers of
mankind aspiring to find ways and means of uniting the
world He hoped n closing that the Institute would
never become static but growing ever wider and deeper
and chmbing ever greater heights 1t would help men to
progress towards betng Cultured Men
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INDIAN INDEPENDENCE DAY CLLEBRATIONS
1 —FLAG HOISTING
15th August 1951

Shri B P Wadsa unforled the National Flag after Shn
N Kk Murthy had introduced him on this auspicious occa
sion Then Tagores poem My Country was read by
Mr R A Ferrao

Shrt B P Wadra first spoke of the tradition of the flag
There was the magmficent flag of Arjuna the Pandava
Prince whose crest was that of a monkey with a lion s tail
This mighty flag had a divine descent

Our Indian Flag of today he sard has a philosophic
sigmficance The wheel 1s that of Ashoka portraying the
mighty revolutions of the cycles and Ashoka took the
symbol of the wheel from Lo d Buddha who 1n his first
sermon had set the wheel of the kingdom of Righteonsness
mto motion  Thus the flag of India bears the symbol of
righteous progress founded upon the Wisdom of the En
lIightened Ones

Peace 1s sometimes concetved as uniformity of thought
and f ehng It 1s however the umfying force creating
harmeny 1n diversity as in a symphony or a mosaic where
the different parts go to form one perfect harmonious
whole

The State hesard exists for the providing of opportun
ites to the individual not the mndividual for the State
which 1s the totalitarian idea  No citizen no State

Then Shn B P Wadia traced the intellectual hentage
that contributed to Indias Independence Trom Ram
Mohan Roy onwards the work of Dadabhat Nacrop Phu
rozeshah Mehta Gokhale and others of All India fame was
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mentioned culmmating in the grand work of Gandhiji

Shri Wadua also brought out the need for developing an
nternational outlooh  Geographical boundaries he said
are no longer of supreme importance  Such 1deas as form
Jinks between people have to be encouraged We must
think 1 international terms

The meeting closed with the singing of the National
Anthem by Shr1 Raghavendra Rao
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11 —THE INDIA OF TOMORROW '
16th August 1951

This symposium of three speakers was presided over by
Shni k. Sampatbgirt Rao Principal of the National College
Bangalore

Lt Col S V Chart Editor of the Bangalore Daily Posl
the first speaker showed how India had always had 1its
doors open to the persecuted of all Jands 1t was for this
reason alone that Indta had minonty problems  This should
be a matter of pride to Indians that so many had come to
our shores because we had always offered peace This
tradition of peace must not be upset freedom of thought
freedom of religion and action must be mamtained 1 the
independent India of today

Shn Lawrence de Souza stressing the need for self
examination spoke on the three great defects in the thinking
of modern Indians The first was the behef in majorty
vote as if mere numbers made for stability or enlightened
pomnts of view  Most have hardly any discnmination and
thus the majority becomes a liability more than an asset
Secondly there 1s a strong move for literacy as 1if literacy
would solve all the problems and make for Culture The
villager 1s more cultured often than the town dweller A
lhiterate man 1s one who can be led away by what he reads
literacy does not male for power to reason And lastly
there 1s 2 movement for Hindi being the country s lingua
franca Through English Indians have access to all the
knowledge of the world seeking to discard Enghish s try
ing to place India back 1n history instead of helping her
take her nghtful place in world affairs It s a retrograde
movement The India of tomorrow needs to consider these
three points
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Shri P R Ramab Edutor of Tammadn commented upon
vanous clauses 1 the Constitution of Inda and showed
therr necessuity  He said that India believed tn peace 1
democracy and 1n cndeavouring to be a wellase state  In
achieving these objects she would Ike to co operate with
the other countries who beld the same goals

The Chamrman who was left with only a couple of
minutes mn which to speak stressed the fact that to male
India bettern the future 1t was necessary that every single
indrvidual live up to hus best today  Also he touched upon
the vital necessity for a vevolution w the educational reajm
m order $0 make 1t competent to {ulfil as sole as a bwilder
of the citizen of tomorrow




PARACELSUS DAY
24th September 1951

The Hororary Secretary of the Indian Institute of Cul
ture Dr L S Dorasami gave the address on this 41oth
anntversary of Paracelsus death under the chairmanship of
Shrt R Ramachandra Rao Bhombore He brought out the
great contribution of the 16th century physictan in helping
to free men s minds from authoritarianism and superstition
n chemistry and medicine Not only was Paracelsus credit
ed with the discoveries of hydrogen and mtrogen he had led
phystcians to study the book of nature had introduced the
study of occupational diseases and suggested remedies for
those affecting nuners and had also studied diseases of the
mind 1n healing which he had been very successful as well
as 1 bringing about physical cures employsing minerals in
drugs though not 1n their crude forms He had msisted
that phy 1cians should consider not only the ailments of the
body but the whole man His understanding of the seven
fold constitution of man and of various other matters
proves that he had somehow obtamed Eastern wisdom
He had spent much of lus life 1n travel and the evidence
seemed to point to his having visited India

Paracelsus was an alchemist and the Tather of European
Occultism  He had spohen of three chief elements in man

Salt Sulphur and Mercury ~ which seemed to correspond
with body spint and sou! and referred also to the vital
principle 10 man  corresponding to the prana of Indan
philosophy and to the astral body corresponding to the
subtle electrical swkshma sarira and the sidereal influences
playing upon man ( He was a student of astrology } He
had mentioned also the Aamic elements 1n man as w }] as
the mind and the higher tniad of man s pninciple
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Paracelsus had anticipated psychosomatic theery s
ascribing to mental conditions all disease except that an
ing {rom accident

Dr Dorasam sketched the main facts of the ustory of
Paracelsus 48 years s trmning as a physian by hus
father before he went to the Umversity of Basle howle
had been hated by the apothecanes of Inus day for over
throwing the old _upcrstitions m the fields of medicine and
chems try and how many books he had written some of
those ascribed to lum hos ever being probably from the
pens of ome of his many pupils

Paracelsus hid made 2 great mark upon hw time and
his contribution to screntific and pinlosophical thought was
still very important indeed



GANDHI JAYANTI
2nd October 1951

Shn P hodanda Rao of the Servants of India Society
presided at the Special Meeting to celebrate Gandhipns
Birth Anmiversary  The two speakers i the Symposwum
on Warand Peace were Prof V Sitaramiah and Prof
L S Seshagirt Rao both of the Central College Bangalore
the former s subject being  Gandhion War and Peace and
the latter s Tolstoy on War and Peace

Professor Sitaramiah sard that Gandluy and the great
Prince of Peace 2 000 years ago had taught the same doc
trine tn being Apostles of Peace  But Gandht had 1nsisted
that evil had to be resisted even if one had to stand alone
the great benefactors of the race had always stood alone
Tangible victory had seldom been their lot

Gandhijt had said that war was an unmitigated evil
wars bred more wars Gandhiis absolute faith in Truth
and Righteousness and Ged as three names for the same
thing had fired others farith  Gandhip s victories had been
attaned by making those non violently resisted feel asham
ed Itwould be a pity if India depended for 1ts protection
on military might but to change a nation took a long time
Peace would be established only when the soul of man had
been re educated to think 1n terms of the larger interests of
the spirit

Prof Seshagir: Rao based his address on Tolstoy s later
writings which he said came from his heart though they
were not his best literary productions Tolstoy named
three grades in human development pure individualism
recogmzing oneself as part of the State and bemng prepared
to sacnifice for 1t and ocial con clousness subservient to
Divine Law
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Tolstoy said that mankind was convinced of the futility
of way but Governments made war therefore they should
be done awnay with  He called on people to put Chnsts
teachwmgs into practice and 1ssume thetr own responsibthity
Asn the case of bees swarnung ene breaking away would
be followed  One day the new ideas would have triumphed
over the oid ones  Men were blindly following the estab
lished order following the path of destruction They had
to awal ea from their dream or perssh

Prof Seshagint Rao read in conclusion some words of
Tolstoy sn his address to the Peace Congress tn xgog when
he was i lus eighties

The Chasrman said that both speahers had maintamed a
high Yevel but was there not a way for those who couid not
yet follow that lngh path?  He suggested searclung for the
causes that made for war and bringing them to hight to get
at least a breathing space

This was not to mummize Gandhipt s achevement  Lord
Moontbatten had said that Gandi did 1 Caleatia what
four divisions of troops conld not have done w restonng
order and good feeling  Lord Pethick Lawrence had eall
edit amiracle He propesed that a message be sent to the
latter and his wife who were celebrating thew Golden
Wed ding that very day 1n which the Institute would extend
to them felicitations and congratulatiens for all ther work
for Indha etc a proposal which was accepted by applause

Tnduwduals might be ready to aspure to great heights
but Governments were not  Gandhups disciples i the
Government of India were strengtheming the countrys
defences  Wars would go on human nature beng what 1t
was but we must not glonfy war

Tolstoy had shown us the heights to which we had to
aspire mesntime we could seek u3ys and means of lessen
1ng the straw by seehing and mimmazing the causes of con
fhet as the United Natrons was endeavounng to do
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Shr1 hodanda Rao read Gandhijis Jetter of September
1oth 1935 to himself in which he answered the inquiry
whether he had got from Thoreau his 1dea of Civit Dis
obedience Gandhijt said he had already started the
movement 1n South Africa before reading Thoreau s essay
on  Civil Disobedience After reading 1t he had then
called the movement Civil Disobedience  but had Iater
changed 1t to Civil Reststance

Skt kodanda Rao 1 closing appled to Gandhiyt the
lines of Fitz Greene Hallech —

Non kmewthe b ti 1  the
Nor named thee but to p a se



UNITED NATIONS DAY
23rd October 1951

United Natwons Day was celebrated by the Indsan In
stitute of Culture with a Special Meeting under the chair
manship of Mr Justice B Vasudevamurthy

Dr E M Hough who spoke first brought out the im
portance of the United Nations to every indivadual as the
orgamization most hopeful for a untted world and for per
manent peace 1 justiee and freedom It bad a sounder
basts than the former Leagne of Nations stressig justice
equally with peace had as members the world s strongest
nations and had shown decision in deahing with aggression
The 1deals for which tt stood as set forth i the Preamble
of its Charter were vitally wnportant  They imphied rec
ognution of the digmity of the mndividual of the obhgation
to offer equality of opportumty to all and in showing war
to be avoidable emphasized the moral law by which
natians as well as tadividuals were bound

The necesstty for putting aside self interest as the cnt
terson for national policy and substituting the commonweal
was brought out as also the necessity for umted action to
solve many pressing problems and the possibility of huking
the Co operative Movement with the Umited Nations effort
was suggested lor true co operation there were needed
mutual tolerance accep of daffe es as not iy
mnplying wieriority mutual appreciatien which the Inst
tute as weli as Unesco among the United Nations Special
1zed Agencies was trying to promote and patience sith
each other s shortcomtngs Dr Hough stressed 1o that con
nection the need for moral education to supplement the
cfforts to rase standards of hving and of education on
global scale  She called for enthusiasm for Umted Nations
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1deals and spoke of their value as a frame 1n which our
humdrum duties and our efforts at self improvement were
seen as having a new value and sigmficance Individuals
had to realize their ownp stahe 1n its success and not be
Iike the passenger on a trans Atlantic hner who on bemng
told 1n mid ocean that the ship was on fire sawd comfort
ably  We should worry ! Its not om ship

Shnt P hodanda Rao of the Servants of India Society
speahing next brought out some of the failures of the
Umted Nations  In view of that Organtzation s great pos
sibthities for good 1t was necessary to see 1ts shortcomings
that they might be overcome Its chief function was to
prevent war 1t was only when 1t had failed to do so that
armed interventton against aggression became necessary as
the lesser of two ewils Trom this pomnt of view the
Korean action while inevitable n the circumstances was
regrettable though it was good that the conflict had been
localized

The United Nations he saxd had twice accepted rebuff
from the Unton of South Africa the Iraman Prime Min
1ster had flouted the interun decree of the International
Court the differences alleged to exist between the United
States and Russia 1f actual would be trreconciiable  He
saw hope however 1 the far larger proportion of hhe
nesses than of differences nat only 1n professed 1deals but
also 10 actual economic practices Much was made of the

confiscation without compensation  which men of prop

erty in Russta had suffered but the mncome tax of the
democracies differed only 1n name 1t also was virtually
confiscation without compensation tahing away from the
rich to give to the poor 1n the shape of increa ed amenittc
education etc

Dissenters 1n the Sosvtet Union wete alleged to be liqm
dated but he had no doubt that those responsible for the
Government debated questions of policy and the mmonty
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was forced to yield to majority opimion as elsewhere And
behnd the acquiescence 1 majerity rule was always
the democracies as elsewhere the imphed sanction of force
beland the Judge stood the policeman

The United Nations was however the only hope today
of a umted world

Mr Justice B Vasudevamurthy n Ius concluding re
marks also stressed the importance of overcommng the
weaknesses of the United Nattons and especiaily the necess
tty of strengthening the Secuniy Council He spohe of
the nwhievements of the Umted Nations in Indonesia
Palestwie where he thought the Orgamzation had averted
World War by the settlement effected and through s
Specralized Agencies in the fields of education health ete

He suggested the mmportance to world understanding
11 view of the conflicting reports about conditions w Rus
st of 2 United Nations Commussion mvestigating and re
porting on what they actually were

In closing he declared that tf the United Nations nere
tu fatt there evisted no other orgamzation which could
take 25 place  Until however the Intersational Court of
Justice had power behund 1t to enforce its decisions pro
Lress would Le very slow and partral successes were the
best that could be hoped for
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INAUGURATION OF THE NEW AUDITORIUM
10th November 1951

The spactous new auditorium of the Institute attractive
1 1ts wvory and fawn colour scheme and 1ts floral decora
tions was formally opened at a gathening of 260 friends of
the TIC with a lecture by Shn B P Wadia on  Our
Need The Light of Great Ideas and a musical pro
gramme of songs by Shrimatt Vengadamma and a vina
recital by Shnimats hailasam Iyer

The Honorary Secretary Dr L S Dorasami mentioned
a few of the many messages recerved for the opening read
g the one from Shnimatt Sophia Wadia —

Best thoughts Special greetings Opeming Ceremeny
Inaugural Meeting  May our new auditorium ever radiate
forth 1n abundant measure the light and peace and power
of truth

Messages bad been recerved also from an Institute
Member in London from a Swedish Member residing in
India from Dewan Bahadur k. $§ Ramaswamt Sastn Shn
kh Chandrasehharan Dr V Raghavan of the University of
Madras and many more

Fehcitations were offered on the occasion by ShnC B
Srinivasa Rae Shri Haneef Jawaid and Prof Kk R Ramn
chandra Shn Wadia and the Architect of the building
Shn Narayana Rao were garlanded

Shrni Wadia acknowledged at the outset the great debt
of gratitude which humanity owes to the givers of the hght
of mighty 1deas The In titute did not depend he sud
only on the hands and minds and hearts of a few worhers
conscious of their limitations but on the mspiration radiat
ed by those great living Beings It was dedicated to the
service of human souls and human minds  The world did
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not need more knowledge but more character Men and
women were hungenng for the great Wisdom which would
unite them The Institute was trying to spread such hnow!
edge as would make the man n the street conscious of his
own uman digmity of his body as the temple of the Divine
and of tus responsibufity 15 a member of u scal democracy
yudgmng for im elf when lus country was right or wrong
and sa3ing so

Man was farth formed deswre formed  thought formed
Improvements w1 communiation and transport had made
the world physically umited bat the sense of umity had not
followed It nas the mission of the Inshitute to help men
and women to acquire the spirtt of appreciative tolerance
{or deffering points of view andabove 2ll to become  lamps
unto themselves  as the Buddbr had put @ 1n lus last
sermon

The ability to see the good pownts in those who differud
from vs marked the first step 1n becomng men and women
of culture  Such had the hugh duty of maling their hearts
enlightened thewr mnds unseffisb wiliing to appear as
nothing m the eyes of men and acting as brothers to all

War was threateming 1n many guarters but we could
draw from the potency and promsse of those of the race
who had attamed the highest development the assurance
that though emptres might 1l and envthzations erash the
human mind and s50u} mtn gue man the creator of civiliza
tions the builder of sowal orders would go marching on

Vie required the enthusiastic spintt of youth  We should
not mus the beauty of the setting sun in our anxiety
whether 1t would nise again

The nternational world the coamopolttan weorld 1 1s
upon us W hether 1t came by the way of peace or by war
the recogmition of uriversal brotherhood was bound te come
because the Jans of Nature were mightier than man made
taws The true Sages Seers and poets of the world wauld
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prevail There was no difference between creed and creed
what men called the Self the God m the hearts of all did
not matter The important thing was that men should rec
ogmz It m themselves and 1n others Men were expanding
m power The limitations were those of the lower personal
nature  The human soul put on ever better garments of
mind character senses and organs

In closing Mr Wadia mvited all who would to jomn
those werhing for the Indian Institute of Culture that its
undertaling might grow  to the greater glory of the
coming man
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hoped that the Declaration would soon be transformed into
a Covenant

The Chawrman appreciated the value of the Human
Rughts Declaration n the struggle to re-establish the hberties
which had been partly won but threatened tobe Jost  After
a few centuries of effort to gain liberties a counter move
ment claiming that the free countries neglected the rights
of the common man had ansen to challenge those hberties
Their defence was the task of the present day He would
not ede I the p importance of
unrestricted freedom of thought and expression which he
considered had led to the nise of totahtanamsm  That had
to be opposed

The walls of the hall were lined with exhibits from the
Institute s prized gift the Unesco Exhbition Album of Hu
man Rights the Exmbit being kept open two days and the
Human Rights Day Celebration concluded with the showing
of film strips and the distribution of the UN and Unesco
pamphlet kindly supplied by the Unesco Science Co opera
tion Office at New Delhi entitled Human Rights Day
10 December 1951 which contatns snfer alia the full text
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

.
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AHIMSA ON THE FARM
11th January 1951

This paper especially prepared by Dr Alexander F
Skutch of Costa Rica for a Discussion Meeting of the Inst1
tute was published mn The Aryan Path for March 1951 and
as Reprint No 6 of The Indian Institute of Culture

Several interesting points came out n the discussion
under the chawmanship of Mr J O Mackenzie The
deplorable treatment of the cow i some parts of India and
how her miserable condition resulted in nadequate milk
yield were mentioned The demands of cattle production
for slaughter upon land abroad otherwise available for food
production were mentioned by Shrt Venhataramah 1n con
nection with Indias food shortage but the need for India
to be self sufficient 1n food production was brought out by
Dr L S Dorasamt

The discussion ranged from artifictal insemnation 1n
cattle breeding to the use of unfertilized eggs to avod the
taking of hfe The justifiabihity of hilling monkeys com
mitting depredations upen urban gardens was debated
Gandhijt was quoted as having sanctioned 1t but Shrimaty
Mirabar Dorai wamy recalled his proviso—if the monkeys
were destroying food necessary for human beings The
metaphystcal propositions that the destruction of the form
did not destroy the ensouling intelligence and that man had
a responsibility for helping esolution in the lower hingdoms
were also brought out
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ANARCHY AND THE INDIVIDUAL
1st Tebruary 195¢

This paper sent for 2 Discussion Meeting of the Inst
tute by its writer the Lnghsh novelist Mr Claude Hough
ton dealt with the temptation in our chaotie wosld to dis
clatm responsibality for the world s madness  He brought
the 1ssue squarely to one of honest self analysis  Spurstoal
prde Mr Hovghton declared prompted judging others by
thewr acts but onesel by ones weals  The world he felt
was not very different from a smultiple of any one of us as
we reatly were It was pot an actident that we were iving
where we were at this epech  and 5t might be that the very
challenge of wnrchy might be the means of quict eming hu
man potentulitivs nto manifestatson

In the discussion which followed Shir N Channappa
called wnarchy the problem of the moial law versus State
Jaw  Fhat conception of Zeno whose followers were the
Stoses was quite duffcrent from the modern equating of
anatchy with fuvies ness  lolstoy uso hnrd favoured tlus
pure anarchy dupensing with externat laws  The poputar
wnderstanding of anarchy was »o role at all but 4n absence
of authorty which based iself on matenahstic scrence nd
led ta chaos

Shn ] T Pashupalaty ise brought out that pohucal
confusion was not the original meaning of anaschy  Anar
chy as understood teday meant at least the breaking up of
soctety nto wdinadazbstic groups 1nd solatientst The
world he declared had to get back to the acceptance of
the spintual laws winch did gosvern the universe bowever
wuzch they mmght be denied

Shr1 B P Wada requested by the Chawrman to con
trsbute to the discussion referred to anarchy as a phil
osophy  The great sages hesud were sprnrtual anarchists
whereas the sank materialistic anarchisis so called were
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merely escapists  The novels of Mr Claude Hqughton he
said always introduced the struggle between the two selves
m man giung n the nteractions of thetr characters
shadowy reflections of the conflict between the higher and
lower aspects of man s nature
Prof N A Nikam of the Maharami s College who pre

sided doubted tn his concluding address whether there
was any more anarchy today than o the past The prob

lem hesaid was a spmtual one and could not be solved
on the economic or political I vels  There had to be sub

jection of each man to s 1f rule as Plato had pomted out

Anarchy esisted i the mdividual first of all and states
were made up of individuals  People had to put aside their
aloofness and spintual pride and to exert the faith that
was 1 them to destroy the lawlessness that existed We
could prevent the fall of civilization 1f we destroyed the
anarchy 1n our elves and by our own efforts created our

selves as self ruled beings with faith wn our spiritual d stiny

THE ALBIGLNSIAN STRUGGLE FOR SPIRITUAL
FRELCDOM AND WHAT IT MEANS FOR US TODAY

8th March 1951

The Discu sion Meeting to consider this paper specially
prepared for the Indran Institute of Culture by Mrs
Hannah Closs author of Hi s Are the Mounlains and of
And Sombre the Valleys was under the presidency of Prof
N A Nikam of the Maharam s College Bangalore A con
densed version of the paper which was read at the meeting
by Dr L S Dorasamu the Honorary Secretary of the
Institute was published 1 The Aryan Path for June 1951

Shni C B Snnivasa Rao Retired Judge who opened
the discu sion found that the things which the Albigenses
had questioned 1n the established Christian religion 1n the
12th century were exactly these which he found unaceept
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able today  He spoke of the hisionical background of the
peraod n Europe mentioming the crusades fendahsm the
Age of Chwwalry and the siruggle for temporal power
between the Pope and the Emperor

Shnn U D Narayana Murthy Retwed Sub Judge took
up the pt phical tenets of the Albig He thought
they could be called Vedantins Vedantism betng all snclu
sive  Their asceticism seemed to be a distunctly Advartic
{eature Thew dualist had much 1 common with Madhava
Thesr faith seemed however to be largely Mamchman
He compared the Graal concept with the verse tn the
Upanishads about the Golden Vase which veils the true
Sun s glorv

Shrn Devadu Narasumha Sastry thought that the
Albigensian beliefs were remumscent of many older fatths
incinding that centred around Osiris and Isis for whom he
clauned an Indran ongin  He mentioned n passing that
the accepted dates of those older teachings and in fact
the whole chronology put forward by the Onientahsts would
some day have to be discarded in favour of one more mn
hine with Indian tradstion which would push back consider
ably ali the old rehigtons He referred briefly to the rebigions
of Babylon and Persia  Shnt Bastry constdered the ascetic
elemnent m the Catharist practice Lo saveur more of Jaimsm
and Buddhsm than of Vedanta

In the short time at his disposal the Chairman Profes
sor Nrkam brought ont that the Albigenses were less con
cesned with doctnines than with a way of ife They had
preserved some fragments of the one ancient religion which
was a way of hfe other fragments of 1t were to be found m
alf rehgous systems It was he suggested m closing the
concept of religion as a way of hife to which the modern
world bred 1o return

The discussion aroused much saterest and would have
been prolonged if time had permtted
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NORWEGIAN CULTURE
5th April 1951

At this meeting the paper specially prepared for the
Institute by Mrs Inger Aubert Daan of Oslo was read by
Shr1 L Shankara Doratswamy under the chawrmanship of
Prof N A Nikam of the Maharam s College Bangalore

In her paper Mrs Daan shetched the hustory of her coun
try 1ts early Rumc stones and 1ts Eddas  the darng Viking
explorations the long Damsh period succeeded by the
ynion with Sweden peacefully terminated after gt years
described Norway s iterary and other cultural attainments
and gave a convincing picture of a hiberty loving peaceful
law abiding people solicitous for popular education health
and general well being and with a great enthusiasm for

One World

Mrs hodanda Rao began the discussion by describing
how well the hard working Norwegiins had adjusted them
selves to Amernican life the United States having more
people of Norwegian descent than Norway itself had ~ She
touched also on the beauties of nature in  the Land of the
Midnight Son

Shn J T Pashupalaty commended the country s free
dom from the spint of revenge aganst v hich many a patriot
about to die at the hands of the enemy had warned in the
last war as Mrs Daan had brought out He praised also
the country s rehinquishment of 1ts old colomes of Iceland
and Greenland without a struggle when it had separated
{rom Denmark 1 18r4 andits having had the first wnitten
laws 1n Western Europe

In answer to a question from one of the audience Mrs
hodanda Rao explained the early Norwegian method of the
bunal of Iungs 1n thewr boats fully equipped

Before Professor Mikam closed the meeting with stress
on the early mythology of the Norse people thei sense of
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eterna! values and of the universal processes of Nature Shnt
P hodanda Rao gave at lus request a brief report on the
Congress for Cultural Freedom which he had just attended
at Bambay

An mnovation 1 connection with this Discussion Meet
wg was the arranging of a second Meeting on Norwegian
Culture five days after the first at which besides a short
talk on the subject there was an extubition of photographs
mounted on cardboard  Many smaller photographs tllastra
tive of Norwegian life and culture were shown with the
epudiascope and some typical records of Narweglan music
were plaged to an 1ppreciative audience

THE RESFONSIBILITY OF A WRITER
17th May 1951

Prof b Anantharamab Professor of Enghsh mn the
Central College Bangalore presided at the meeting to
chscuss this paper sent by its author Mr Claude Houghton
for a Discussion Meeting of the In titute  In this paper
subsequently published 10 The Aquarian Path i England
and ta Mysindia { Bangalore) for May 27th Mr Haughton
mentioned the writer s responsibihty on several counts
from his demand on the readers slender lewsure to the
forests despatled for paper  The potent wnfluence of one
who mspires—or mflames—imagmation was ifiustrated by
Shakespeare and Mars  Great humons he declared was
the desperate need today 1o sweep away humbug and
make ns see ourselves as we are

The discassion ranged from forest conservation to the
freedom of the writer a potnt raised by Shes € B Srimvasa
Rao because the Chairman bhad suggested some land of
governmental coatrol 1n the awterest of the forests The
Charman thought that controls sn all departments had
come to stay and while writers should not have to wiite
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to order a balance had to be struck between individual
freedom and corporate needs An academy of writers
might be the solution

Shrr J T Pashupalaty and Shn h Revenna spoke
about the types of books that might well be controlled

Professor Anantharamiah cited 1n sllustration of the
power of the pen and the responsibility that went with it
Voltaire s having stirred the minds of men and brought
about the French Revolution It was hike the dragons
teeth sown i mythology from which mughty warriors
sprang up  Sometimes the influence of a book w1s quite
disproportionate to the quality of the wnting ¢g Ttz
gerald s translation of Omar khayyam which suited the
mood of the Enghish nation and focussed 1ts thought mn a
cryptic and effective way

THE PRESENT CRISIS IN PSYCHOLOGY
28tk June 1951

DrM VG d y Super dent of the Mental
Hospital Bangalore presided and led the discussion which
followed Shr1 L Shankara Doraiswamy sreadingof De J R
Smythies paper on this subject which had been sent for
one of the Institute s Discussion Meetings and which was
published 1n The Aryan Path for November 1951

Dr Govindaswamy opemng the discussion saw the
present cnsis as one 1n modern thought and not only in
psychology  He mentioned how hittle was yet known about
the brain structure the recent frontal brain operations hav
ing advanced hnowledge but little  He mentioned Freud s
proneer place in the new psychological developments para
psychology being the latest entrant into the field The
question of what time #4s had been raised by the work of
Dunne and Rhine  The ordirary man would give 1t up
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Dr N 5 N Sastry questioned there being a cnsis m
psychology mnor conld he follow the wnter s referente to
additional dimensions  His own investigations in parapsy
chology had however yielded far better results than chance
could account for  He referred to a hugher layer of tommon
consciousniess reaching up to which might account for
thought transference according to one theory The mind
was not confined to the brain but the Soul was above both
mental and physical impressions  The mind he suggested
had to be recognized as an energy

Shrt B P Wadia referred to the present challenge of
the faets of extra sensory perception to the matenabsts
He mentioned the duality of Manas as both the thinker
1n 1ts higher aspect and the lower mind  He spoke also of
a term used by the ancients  Sutratma  the thread soul
the thread on which the beads of separate existences were
strung  Krishna spoke 1n the Gifa of this ego drawing
together the five senses and the mind for the purpose of
ncarnation and then dropping them again  The thinker
remained objective yoga was the umting of the two minds

Modern nvestigators were seehing objective proofs of
subjective processes The mystics had no doubt of the
reahties of which they spoke but each had to realize for
himself It was the fight of the alone to the Alone of
Plotinus  The great Truths did exist and the gens who
used a higher faculty than reason had access to them

The Chairman 1n summing up mentioned other states of
perception bemng often illusory but conceded the possibihty
of past events being sensed by some people as in the
adventure of two ladies n the Versailles Gardens who had
an authentic vision of them as 1n the late 18th century

He suggested that words Iihe mind  could be used
notonlyas nouns butalsoas verbs orforces shakfis
As to the Great Beyond which Dr Smythies paper
mentioned 1n connection with additional dimensions Dr
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Govindaswamy 'said that the Buddha had remamned silent
about it andithe Vedanta spoke ofstasthe Great Light

BLOOD BROTHERHOOD
12th July 1951

Tius paper specially prepared by Dr Irene Bastow
Hudson of Canada for an Insttute Discussion Meeting was
read by Shn L Shankara Doraiswamy It was a historical
account of the umversal blood brotherhood ritual every
where in the world though the method vanied the rite was
to be found  She described the varied methods the mix
g of the blood sprinkling one another or the earth with
blood etc It was sigmficant that this bond or pact was
not breakable this ceremony was considered to he the inter
change not only of blood but also of the life that ran
through the participants thus makmg them incapable of
harming one another without hurting themselves since by
the primitives blood was considered to be the vehicle of
the Life force Both Stanley and Livingstone had entered
anto blood compacts with African natives to pass safely
through their termtories

Shn € B Snmvasa Rao Retired First Class Magis
trate who presided read from some Indan authonties
supplementing the data given in the paper as to totemism
etc He was in search of information i ryelerence to
the effects physical psychical and spintwal -of blood
minghng  No answer was forthcoming to this guestion m
the discussion which followed but the general smpression
was that such a mixing involved playing with a dangerous
unknown force

St Devadu Narasimha Sastry suggested that these
nites might be mmtiation ceremonies testing the candidate
The ceremontes were doubtle s relics of a past age but
some of them persisted down to our own  He also showed
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that qualities and fonctions of the blood described 1 an
cient Sansknt texts were today beng rediscovesed by
modern science

Vidyabhaskara Shri M Ramaknishna Bhat commented
upon the refetence i the paper to the ancient Greek myth
of the separation of the sexes He showed that the same
was taught m the ancient Indian scniptures and gave the
example of the Ardhanars While 1n anctent days covenants
wete kept by so called pnmtives modern civibized nahions
&id not keep theiwr pacts  He referred m closing to the 1dea
of religions and spintual brotherhood

INSTRUCTION IN RELIGION
9th August 1951

In this paper Dr Bhagavan Das discusses the probiem
of rebgious education in the schools i a Secular State
The paper which was read to the gathenng by She L Shan
kara Dotaiswamy expressed the view that religtous educa
tion should be gven to boys and girls Al should be given
mstruchion @ their own particular teligion and further
classes should be ducted on the fund is of all
religions which any child should be free to attend to be
come acquamted with the wotld s religions  Dr Bhagavan
Das made 2 plea for the production of text books which
would synthesize the religions of the world

Prof N A Nikam who presided desired each speal er
«to make s views on three pomts clear (1) What s
Rebgon? (2) Do you agree with the paper? (3) In
what way do you disagree or agree with 11 or how would
you supplement 1t ?

Shri kS Nagarajan agreed with Dr Bhagavan Das
that the ethues and fund tal principles to afl
religions should be wnparted to youth  He thought that
all the so called rebgions were really the same n ther
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kernel they only thought themselves to be difierent The
teacher however was of the greatest importance n this
teaching he needed to be a tolerant man

Shrt C B Snmvasa Rao was opposed to religious
education  The purpose of rehigious education was to
make a noble and honest man of the child this same goal
was obtainable without religious education It would suf
fice to have close contacts between students of different
communities and to have educators who were men of high
morality and broad minded these could not help teaching
the children to grow up 1nte men like themselves

Shr1 Ranojt Rao was 1n search of a defimition of Relig
10n wheren 1t differed from ethics and social duties

Shri k. Revenna wanted a commttee of experts ta
commence work on a text book

Shnimat1 Sophia Wadia objected to the term Sana
tana Dharma bewng only apphed to Hindwsm  Sanalana
Dharma meant  Eternal Vernities These were not con
fined to Hinduism but were found m all religions and could
be tanght to all without any rehigious label  One had to
make a clear demarcation between the teaching of the
prophet and that which the priest gave in the prophet s
or the sage s name

Shrn R Ramachandra Rao Bhombore said that 1t was for
parents to teach their own children the difficulty was that
the parents themselves needed to be taught The Indian
Institute of Culture was thewr school

Another speaker mentioned that the All India Educa
tional Congress which had taken up this question had
{elt the chief difficulty to be the finding of open minded
and qualified teachers

Shn B P Wadia taking the Benares Hindu Unnersity
as an example since 1t exemplified what Dr Bhagavan Das
wanted showed that 1t had not been successful along the
real lines for which st had beenstarted  Had 1t not become
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a sectaran nstitution ¥ Mentiomng the Senatana Dharme
text books published by the Benares Hindu Universitv 1tself
he said that they were acceptable only to Hindu children

Professor Niham expressed the opinion s closing that
philosophy not rehigion was what the ¢hildren should be
taught

FREEDOM AND AUTHORITY IN INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS

25th Qctober 1951

The paper considered at tiis meeting under the chair
manship of Dr D Gurumurti Retired Puncipal of the
Madanapalle College had been especially prepared for the
Institute by Dr Hans hohn internationally known writer
on history and political science  In this essay read by Shn
L Shankara Doraiswamy Dr bohn took up the growth of
the 1dea of combimng maximum individual freedom with
mmmum coercion in the common interest and s gradual
spread from England where 1t developed to the Western
democracies generally  The totalitanian idea was the exact
reverse of this

Every government even a world government depended
upon a measure of agreement upon values but even with
opposing rdeologies a modus vivends could be found 1f inter
nationa) anthonty was fined to the supp of
aggression by whomsoever committed leaving all countres
free to develop along their own hnes As the sense of
seconty mereased the fanabicism found 1o certain countries
under newer forms of government would lessen and mutual

and appret ness would be allayed Com
mumsts were not the only ones to commt aggression but
the new prinaiple of authonty within nght limts that was
being estabhshed 1n Korea might have a great bearng on
world peace
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Dr Gurumurt: as a bachground for the discussion gave
a summary of the main pomts n the paper stressing espec
1ally the necessity for agreement upon basic human values
and 1deals the flouting of which by South Africa a member
of the United Nations weakened the UNO s position  Peo
ple 1n general were not ready for the spiritual anarchy of
complete self determmnation which required judging how far
one could exercise freedom without interfering with others
The level of each nation had to be raised before there could
be a real community of 1deas

Mr Philip Spratt of AM3ysindia who spoke first pointed
out that the papers chief stress was on the need for
suppressing aggression which he considered insufficient
It might have been enough mn 1914 when mnone had
really wanted war but when a sufficiently strong Power
was ready to defy public opinion collective ecunity
unless 1t could muster overwhel force was d te
tocheck1t Commumsm with its admitted object of world
domination threatened the diversified development by
which humamty had so far progressed The Communists
would use physical aggression only in the last resort
By mfiltranion and propaganda with which 1nternational
authority could not deal China withits hundreds of miilions
had been added to the Commumst bloc  India l2y open to
similar tactics The comprct Soviet bloc embraced 2 third
of the world the other two thirds being made up of some
6o nations not fully umted

Shri C B Stimivasa Rao the second spealer reviewed
the gradual growth of the 1dea of world government He
recalled Wells s requirements for 1t which had included one
rehgion universal education the abolition of poverty and a
democratic form of government He felt that there was
hope 1n the United Nations and mentioned President
Trumans recent pronouncement that a mnority must
realize the impossibility of oppostng the will of the unmted
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peoples of the world  Shut Sainivasa Rao felt that things
had been made more difficult by the partition of India
which had been aceomplished without consulting either the
peaple ar Gandhtp but he approved India 5 foreign policy

Strt R R handra Rao Bhombore brought cut m
his closing remar]s particularly cogent pomts from Dr
Kohns paper with which he was i general agreement
while believing that 1t was indispensable for the mdividual
nations to reform and remove mequahties and njustices at
home lihe the disabilities of the Negroes 1a the United States
and the Indians in South Africa  Justice hberty equality
and fratermtv should be allowed by all nations He believed
that once the fear of aggression and explottation was
removed the nations wounld work together meantime
sofficient authenty at the Centre w1s necessary

A question as to how efiec wve pressure could be brought
10 bear upon a government when the government did not
represent the people was not discussed for lack of time

Dr Gurumurti emphasized agan tn closing the meet
in, the necessity for stmlarity of autlook among the mem
bers of a world government or any government He sad
also that propapanda was not ali powerful It would he
beliesed be imposable for Communism te penetrate India
and change the national ontlook based as fndian civihiza
tion was upon respect for the individual  Hitler had been
2 master of propaganda but the fire he highted had ended
1 smohe There were certamn forces 1 human nature which
could stand up agawst propaganda and external control
It was nat enough to try to avard hostilities st was neces
sary to try to bning about community of minds
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CONTENTIONS WITH GOD
SOME ASPECTS OF JEWISH FOLKLORE
15th November 1951

The Discussion Meeting to consider this paper especial
ly prepared for the Institute by Dr Immanuel Olsvanger
of Jerusalem was under the chaiwrmanship of Janab Haneef
Jawaid The paper was read by Shr1 Shankara Doraiswamy

The author brings out the attitude towards Ged of
many of the Jewish common people based on a very
human concept of God and a relationship as with a father
or a hrother so intimate as to permit not only 1ppeals but
also 1 and even defi when God s d
to be mn the wrong and also jests  The concept that God
1s bound by his own law 15 strong and has been nvohed to
uphold the rule of the majonity which he had approved 1n
opposition to s later wishes  But propitiation and inter
cession are resorted to to get him to act as the petitioners
desire  The specral relationship to God of lus  chosen
people 1s brought aut Butin other passages asn the
closing paragraph the wnter pays tribute ta the All
Embracer about whom 1t cannot be asserted He1s or

He 1s not and the All Sustamner  all pervasive
mncomprehensible which 1s above the ascription of human
virtues and traits

The paper was commented on firsst by Dr E M Hough
who drew a distinction not made clear 1n the paper between
the tribal God Jehovah and the higher Kabalistic concept
of En Soph an abstraction like Parabrabm It was unfair
to take the popular concepts as the criterion of any religton
The 1dea of an impersonal omnipresent Divine Principle
was clearly brought out by such habalists as Philo Judzus
and 1bn Gebirol buef excerpts from whose wnlings were
gwven The idea of eternal and immutable Law was also
found among the habalists
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The Jewish 1dea of being the chosen people was taken
as an mstance of the many divisive concepts pride of creed
caste nation or race which separate man from man Of
these religious dhfferences were especially potent causes of
disunity A man who thought he had the great ocean of
truth in his own jug naturally would look askance at those
with different containers But Truth was hile the white
hight 1nto wihuch all the prismatic colours of the sevetal
rehigions could merge

Mt James O Machenzie dealt with the sources of the
anecdotes recounted 1n the paper referning to the Midrash
the narratives of which he compared with tho e n the
Puranas the Talmud and the Hassidic reform movement
Israel was not the only  God fighter Israel stood for
man  Prometheus defying Zeus &nd the many m the
Hindu scriptures who had combated Indra were mentioned
as parallels Human self consciousness had been won by
effort The speaker pointed to the significance of the
statement that God had gone into evile with s people
fhe Jews stress upon the unity of God Israel and the
Thorah or Law was brought out

The Chairman mentioned 1n his concluding remaths that
the paper was not a controversial one It presented a Lold
concept of God as held by the common people a God so
human so rational and so willing to be out voted as to be
rather umque He questioned the author s bru hing aside
of the word spmtunl  saying that Indians as a people
prided themselves on bemng spmtual considenng the spir
stual the highest aspect of man  The bold attitude to God
was not one that would commend 1t elf to Muslims A few
jears ago when the great Igbal had complained 1n a poem
that God was neglecting the Mushms the hue and ery
raised had forced him to wnte another poem putting the
blame on themselves wiuch had satisfied Muslim opinton
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MARX AND HISTORY

25th December 1951

Mr Philip Spratt of Mysindia presided at the meeting
to discuss the paper on this subject specially prepared for
the Indian Institute of Culture by Dr Margaret T Hodgen
Associate Professor of Sociology at the Umiversity of Cali
fernin The paper part of which had appeared in The
Scientrfic Monthly for April 1951 under the title  Karl
Marx and the Soctal Scientists  was read by Shri L Shan
Lara Doratswamy

Init Dr Hodgen cniticized Marx as natve as a histonan
and vague and indefinite as a scientist  Qut of the wealth
of available material on the history of man Marx had
confined his ilustrations 1n Capital almost entirely to
England from the 16th to the 19th centuries He had
reported no instances going agamst his theory of the evolu
tion of human society from the prehistoric ancient Astatic
through the antique feudal and modern capitalistic forms
to the dictatorship of the proletinat He had himself
appealed to history so 1t was not unfair to demand that
his account conform with the hnown facts He had assum
ed a few non hiterate cultures of today to conform to the
eatliest economic relations and declared the oniginal society
to have been a communal propertyless state His mere
handlul of ethnological facts was now repudiated by most
ethnologists  He had frequently referred to Asian cultures
but ignored their diversity A perfectibilitanan and a
follower of Hegel Marx had had a high purpose but his
means were nadequate  Instead of bel g only 1 the
possibility of advance he had accepted 1t as a law in
nature

Shrn C B Sminivasa Rao who opened the discussion
contrasted the evolutionary type of Socialism with the
revolutionary Social which was C In the
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revolutionary stage there was no democracy but the Com
mumst theory presupposed the gradual withering away of
the State in the post revolutionary phase

Janab Haneef Jawaid dissented from Marx s view that
all human development was determied by economic factors
but said the truth of a theory did not depend on docu
mentation and the labour theory of value was an important
contribution  He felt that the good qualities and achieve
ments of Marvism had not been given credit in the paper

Dr L S Dorasami Honorary Secretary of the Institute,
suggested that the speakers while contnibuting to the
finderstanding of Marxian doctrine had got away from the
paper s thesis  As a student of biology he would suggest
apropos of Marx s clam mentioned 1n the paper to have
found confirmation of his theory in Darwins book that
few i that day had understood Darwins theories on

natural selection etc He felt that Dr Hodgen was

justified 1n criticizing Marx s theory as weak 1n 1ts scientsfic
aspect

The Chairman agreed that 1t was the historical basis of
Marxism which Dr Hodgen criticized but he felt that her
criticism went too far  Any author could be torn to pieces
because any lustorical writing had to ignore the majonty
of the facts He had moreover wntten about 100 years
ago and 1t was hardly fair to judge him by an ultra
empinical historical standard  His idea of facts  was
different  He had not attempted a saientific lustory  His
method was entirely a priors  No modern student of the
subject could admit Mart s method as valid but he himself
the Chatrman smd could not concede that India did not
fit nto the Marvian scheme It did since the coming 1n
of capitalism
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UNESCO STUDIES OF SOCIAL TENSIONS
1st January 1951

Tius lecture which Dr Gardner Murphy of the College
of the City of New York gave at the Institute under the
Chairmanship of Dr M V Govind y Super dent
of the Mental Hospital Bangalore was published n The
Aryan Path for May 1951

NEGRO LIFL AND CULTURE
4th January 1951

Dr Merze Tate Professor of History Howard Univer
sity Washington D € and a Visiting Professor at the
Visva Bharati Santimhetan Jectured at the Indian Instt
tute of Culture under the chairmanship of 1ts Honorary
Secretary Dr L § Dorasami  She sketchied the historical
economic and social background of her people 1n the United
States and descnibed at some length the habits and manner
of hving of lower class middle class and upper class Negroes
Education was greatly stressed in the two upper clas es
though matenal prospenity was prominent among the aims
In spite of having many good fricnds among the white
race Negro Amencans had won their way against heavy
odds the resulting self dependence and self respect com
pensating to some extent for their inferior status In
response to a request from the audience Dr Tate sang a
few Negro Spintuals including  Swing low sweet chanot
and Al God s chillun got shoes  to the great apprecia
tion of the andience
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LAND RECLAMATION IN THE NETHERLANDS
13th January 1951

The lecture on this subject by Dr W C de Leeuw
Dutch Delegate to the Indian Science Congress presided
over by Sbrt E 'V Ganapati Iyer Special Comrmussioner
(now Chief Secretary ) to the Government of Mysore was
illustrated not only with lantern shdes but also with a
documentary film depicting graplically the spectacular
battle agamnst the sea which the Dutch people have waged
with success Though dikes date bach several centuries
and windmills have helped to drain off the surplus water
1t 1s chiefly 1n this century that large scale machinery and
Diesel driven pumps have won the greatest triumphs 1n
closing the Zumder Zee to the ocean tides as Dr de Leeuw
very nterestingly showed

In his closing remarhs Shn Ganapat: Iyer brought out
the vast land reclamation problems of India problems
posed not only by floods but also by jungle encroachment
etc  He pointed out the need for emulating the Dutch 1n
therr  spit of collective responsibility continvous jont
effort resourcefulness and nflextble perseverance  if the
pearly 100 ymllion acres of cultivable waste land 1n India
were to be brought under the plough

EAST AND WEST
SOME ASPECTS OF HISTORICAL EVOLUTION
16th January 1951
This lecture given at the Institute by Prof Constantin
Regamey Professor at the Swiss Umversities of Lausanne
and Fribourg under the chairmanship of Prof N' A Nikam
was published as Transaction No 6 of the Indian Institute
of Culture
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ON HUMAN UNDERSTANDING
3rd February 1951

Dr Paul A Schilpp Professor of Philosophy at the
Northwestern University Evanston Ithinois USA  and
Editor of The Library of Living Pnlosophers Inc  lec
tured on this subject under the chawmansinp of Prof N A
Nikam of the Maharam s College Bangalore Dr Sclulpp
brought out the duty of ph lesophers to attempt solutions
of the problems of human relations These depended not
only on improving the human lot and upholding human
dignity  but also on promoting mutual understanding
through { 1) weeding out superstitious notions n ourselves
and (2) recogmzing human brotherhood above distinctions
of creed rtace colour and sex An actual brotherhood
might be far 1n the future but a world government would
be a step towards it and would prevent iresponcible
nationali m from hurhing the race to self destruction

THE INDIVIDUAL AND THE STATE
6th February 19o1

Dr A C Lwing T B A Professor of Philosophv at
Cambridge University speahing on this subject under the
chatrmanship of Shn B P Wadim contrasted the total
starian and democratic pamnts of view the latter demanding
the largest measure of freedom for the individual consistent
with others nghts The tndividual cught to be prepared
to sacrifice himself far the common good but the totalitarian
state tooh the postion that who was to be sacnficed
must be left to the experts

Treedom was surrendered when it was left to the experts
1o determine not only meansbut also ends In a democracy
the vote gave the indtvidual some control over the ends to
be sought  One of Professor Ewing s strongest points was
that free speech was of value not only to the individual but
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2lso to the country as without 1t citizens of intelligence
mitiative and responsibility could hardly be produced

THE STORY OF GOMATESWARA AS
DFPICTED IN KANNADA 1ITERATURE

8th February 1951

The traditional account of the original of the colossal
statue of Gomateswara at Shrayanabelgola as found m the
Mahapurana of the Jains was given 1n this lecture by Shn
T N Sreehantaya under the churmanstip of Shn h S
Dhatanendratya  Puncipal of the S Jayachamarajendra
Sansknt College Bangalore This majestic figure carved
out of sohid rock and about ,7 ft lugh dates from the roth
century  Its pure and serene face 15 the artist s conception
of Bahabalu a son of the first Jain ThirthanFara and the
brother of Bharata Thelatter a Lang of mnsatiable ambition
had tried to force Bahabalu to acknowledge lns supremacy
but had failed 1n every tral of strength to overcome him
The story was that of Bahabalu s voluntary relingmshment
of his hingdom to his brother and s attamment of the
final goal after prolonged medutation and of Bharata s over
commng of s own ambition This was Pampa s version
a later wrrter had varied 1t but both versions had a nch

ethical content

THF ATOM AND AFTER
22ad February 1951
Dr N R Snmvasan of the Department of Metallurgy
I the Indian Institute of Science lectured under the
charrmanship of Dr L G Ramachindran of the same
Department on the process and resulis of atomuc fission
and combsnation  The lecturer described the various types
of atom bomb the plutonsum or uranum bomb used on the

On
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Japanese aities the hydrogen bomb and the stil more
devastating cobalt bomb on which scientists are now work
g The explosive effects of the conversion of a certain
quantity of matferinto energy either by sphitting the atom
or by bringing about as m the hydrogen bomb the com
bination of a number of hydrogen atoms mnto an atom of
helam  were disastrous  More mmportant however were
the radioactive effects which continued visibly affecting
and destroying living tissues  The cobalt bomb would be
a hydrogen bomb coated with cobalt the particles of which
would remain radioactive for years perhaps

Wars bred mare wars the verdict of history was
agawnst the idea of preventive war  but the sense of
nationalism was so strong that national secunty was put
ahead of human well being

INTERNATIONAL PTACE
1st March 1951

Mr Elmore Philpott a journalist of Vancouver Canada
who had worked there for Indian mdependence lectuning
under the charrmanship of Shu P hodanda Rao of the
Servants of India Society analyzed first the historcal
background of the present situation traced the nse of
nationahsm and pointed to its threat o world peace It
had once served 2 need but today the country s mandate
and duty to humamty might pull the individual 1n dufferent
directions  The importance of India for world peace was
great standing as she did outside the two power blocs
But there was a real deterrent to war today n the attitude
n all countnies of the people themselves War today was
not between armies only but total war and no nation
could be sure what its people would do 1n the event of a
war other than a war in national defence
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NON VIOLENCE THEORY AND PRAGTICE
15th March 1951

Prof h Anantharamazh lectuning under the chairman
shup of Principal k. Sampathgiri Rao of the National College
said that non violence simple in definition but complex m
practice had been exercising the Indian mind for centures
Its right understanding was vatal 1f catastrophe was to be
avoided by the modern world Fear was the root of vio
lence shed fear and hatred was also shed  Then there was
real bravery reluctant to use force The Greek tragedies
showed how revenge bred revenge until someone broke the
cycle of hate

Non violence had its limutations however  Success 1n
using 1t depended on others being reachable by moral force
Professor Anantharamsah praised Britains unprecedented
magnammity 1n bestowing freedom on her largest possesston
Force sometimes had to be used but without malice but
only non violence 1n international affairs promused the salva
tion of the world today

INDIA IN CAMBODIA
22nd March 1951

In this lecture given under the chawmanship of Dr
B K hottar Associate Editor of Mjysindia Mlle Suzanne
Karpelss a French anthropologist who has founded Buddhist
institutions 1 Cambodia and Laos dealt with the present
day life 1n Cambodia It follows she explamed the old
pattern with modifications such as the substitution of an
umbrella of yellow cloth for the Buddhist monk s ancient
one of palm leaf and of a vacuum flash for his old water
filter At the cremation place the Buddhas words about
the of hfe are chanted The hang sprinkles
flower scented water over the old Khmer statues of Brahm
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wmcal deities on one day and over a statue of the Buddha
on the next and the ordinary folk hkewise perform similar
ceremontes Mlile Larpeles told some charming stones
from Cambodian folhlore and showed shdes of the Cambo
dian court dances with thewr delicate grace and Indian
mudras  Indiais she smd for Cambodia as for Lacs the
Jand of the Buddha whence they have recenved spmtual
treasures and India could play a great part in these Last
ern lands by revivifying her ancient culture and electniy
ng them 1nto reneved activaty

INDIAN INFLUENCE IN THE KHMLCR KINGDOM
24th March 1951

Mile Suzanne harpelds lecturing under the chanrman
ship of Rajadharmaprasakta Shrt A § R Chart a Retired
Judge of the Mysore High Court described the history of
the ancrent hhmer hingdom now modern Cambodia and
ats enlture It had reached its zemith with the constructicn
m the 11th and 1zth centuries 4D of the magmficent
Angkor Vat  That temple many fine photographs of which
were shown with the epidiascope depicted in its carvings
scenes from both Hindu and Buddhist mythology the two
rehgions having flounshed side by side 1 hhmer without
friction  The Mahayana Buddhism of the early peried had
gwen place to Buddhism as found m Ceylon Burma and
Stam  The I'rench Research Institute was Jargelv respons
1ble for bringing to Ii,ht the gloties of the vamished khmer
hangdom

SOCICLOGICAL EDUCATION IN MODERN
DEMGOCRACY

26th March 1951
Dr Wolmer Clemmensen Secretary of the Danish India
Society of Copenhagen lecturing under the charrmanshp of
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Shn k Guru Dutt Director of Public Instruction m
Mysore emphastzed the need of teaching the masses to
think for themselves Lest they should passively accept
domnation they had to be taught to practise real de
macracy to take care of the precious gift of freedom
Sociology taught on a wide scale would bring home to the
people therr prejudices 1ntolerance and resistance to change
and so help them to objectivity not only in matters of
daily Iife but 1n larger 1ssues thus promoting tolerance and
Justice The Damsh Folk School Movement offered a
pattern for the teaching of democratic ideals and the arous
g of social mindedness to which collective sociological
Tesearth as well as teaching bad a contribution to make

THE NEED FOR A WORLD IDEAL
27th March 1951

Mrs Caresse Crosby Founder of Women of the World
Aganst War  brought out the need of 2 world wdeal of
world citizenship 1n this lecture under the chatrmanship of
Shnn R Balasubramaniam Retired Sub Judge (Madras)
The people of good will all over the world should get
together Mrs Crosby had published the Literature of the
world cttizenship group started 1 Pans a couple of years
ago It had made some progress in Southern France and
m Ttaly where the World Government groups would meet
i April  She had hapes for work with women and advocat
ed each country having a woman as Peace Secretary  She
favoured adult as well as student exchanges between coun
tries etc  India asa new nation could stnike out new lines

and adopt new ideas
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THE U § GOVERNMENT S INTERNATIONAL
EXCHANGE OF PERSONS PROGRAMME

7th Aprd 1951

Mr Wayne M Hartwell Cultural Affairs Officer of the
United States Information Service Bombay brought ont
1 this lecture under the chairmanship of Shrii P kodanda
Rao of the Servants of India Society the importance of
international exchange of persons for international under
standing and the well being of the various countries Under
the Fulbright Act he explained about 70 80 Indian stu
dents counld go annually to the US A and both students
and professors from the US A could come to India  The
leader specialist exchange plan under the Smith Mundt Act
had first brought Mr Norman Cousins to India and 40
emnent Indians would go to the Umted States for three
months He mentioned the several mimeographed bulletins
distnibuted by the USIS 1n India and its American Re
porter and referred to a plan to print here Indian editions
of needed books thus ensuring more employment 1n India
as well as cheaper prices

BERNARD SHAW AND POLITICS
12th April 1951

Professor A N Moorthy Rao lecturing under the chair
manship of Shn C B Srimvasa Rao began with a picture of
the ronantic optumisticand mug Victorian attitude to life
which Shaw had set lumself to breaking down  Repeatedly
m his plays Shaw had exposed the control of government
Dby big business and the hollow pretences of the politician
with his ignorance and party spinit and fine speeches fooling
the masses of blind followers He had believed that
progressine evolution would eventually bring man to 2
ugher level but had no constructive suggestions for making
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people more mature here and now beyond proposing to
increase the span of life to 300 years or so!

THE CHALLENGE TO GOD FROM GREFK AND
ENGLISH LITERATURE

19th April 1951

In this lecture presided over by Prof N A Nikam
Shri L S Seshagint Rao Lecturer in English in the Central
College dealt first with the Greek dramatists A chylus
had showed the Gods as ¢volving learming from therr blund
ers but also had depicted the wmplacable justice of law
Sophocles had agreed that the sinner never escaped suffer
1ng bat showed that sometimes the innocent suffered too
1t was all for discpline Eunprdes 1rosical praise of the
Gods had proved his disbeltef i them

Marlowe s Dr Faustys had shaken the ordmary notions
of God and justice For Marlowe as for Spenser heats
and Shelley Beauty was the object of faith keats had
equated 1t with Truth this poets rehigion had been con
tinued in Bridges and Brooke In Promethens Unbotund
Shelley had showed Zeus strong only through man s weak
ness when he had forgiven Zeus Prometheus had been
released Hardy had showed suffering inevitable for the
individual but serving a umsersal purpose  Shaw s Life
Torce be had showed would master man unless man con
quered nature

Such had been some of the ways in which great thinkers
had met the challenge of the God 1dea

CONTEMPORARY PHILOSOPHY IN THE EAST
3rd May 1951

Dr D Gurumurt: prestded at this lecture 1n which Dr
P Nagaraja Rao Professor of Philosophy in Gujarat College
Abmedabad dealt with two types of contemporary Indian
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philosophers the ashram type and the umversity type
classifying Sr1 Ramal nishna and Vivekananda Sn Ramana
Mahanshi and Sr1 Aurobindo mn the first category and deal

mg with Dr Radhal nshnan prncipally m the second  They
wereall i hine with the Adwaita Vedanta of Sankaracharya

though the last two mentioned had modified somewhat the
sistence on 2all worlds being mayawc maintaimng that
although 1llusory they were pervaded by Reality even
when all beings were merged in the Absolute something
remamed the higher ego purged of 1ts hmitattons Rama

knishna had followed Sanlara while allowing other minds
to follow therr own path  He named also followers of other
lines of thought G R Malkami Prof A R Wadia and
Tilak with his stress on harma Yoga In the East how

ever philosophy had traditionally admitted the possibility
of spintual reahization beyond the level of itellect

CONTEMPORARY PHILOSOPHY IN THE WEST
5th May 1951

Dealing with Western philosoplic trends under the
chatrmanship of Shn & § Nagirajan Prof P Nagarya
Rao classified them as principally Logical Posttivism in
Bntain Existentiahism on the Continent Naturalism and
Emergent Lvolutiomsm 1n America  There was also a
strong group of Chnistian dogmatists such as Carl Barthand
Dr Schweitzer and there were the Western Vedantists of
Hollswood Huxley Isherwood etc Logical Positivism
stressed semantics p: n ter Jogy wath an empir
se1sm confined to the matenal plane whereas Indian phil
osophers were empncists on the spintual plane as well as
were also the Western mystics  Lxstentialism represented
a rebellion agamst regimentation and the reassertion of the
value of the wadiidual Huxley had all the Western
empincists agamnst tus metaphysics
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BRITISH COLONIAL POLICY TODAY
10th May 1951

Mr J A Borron of the Brnitish Information Services
Madras speaking under the charmansmp of Shn P
Kodanda Rao of the Servants of India Soctety showed
that the old idea of Colonies as feeders of the home cauntry
had given place to the recogmition of responsibility for
Colomal development Large sums were now beng ap
propriated for Colontal agricultural techmceal housing and
other types of development The aim politically was to raise
Iiving and educational standards and to tramn the people
for autonomy though progress towards 1t was slow He
concluded by referning to the advantages of Commonwealth

bersh The ad ges of voluntary union of self
governmng units within the Commonwealth were mutual
and the greater their number the better was 1t for world
peace

A PLEA FOR INTEGRATED LIVING
19th May 1951

Dr S hamesam a swell known worker along nature
cure hines pleaded in this lecture under the charmanship
of Shnn P hodanda Rao of the Servants of India Society,
for the integrated hife  Science stnce the day of Bacon had
been sesving—and stimulating—material wants creating a
monster which required to be fed at h yscot eg
the scale of armament production and the prostituting of
scientific skill to destructive ends

The lecturer saw mass production as largely responsible
for our economic troubles as upnatural hving—artificial
fertihzers canned foods harmful medicines—was largely
responstble for wide spread disease  Nervous diseases
showed the lack of integration between mind feelings and
body due to high pressure living  The remedy was to
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reduce the pressure follow ethical standards and relax
observing the simple laws of healthy hung which he
suggested mught well be propagated by Institutes for
Integrated Living

THE NATURE OF LITERARY DELIGHT
24th May 191

In this lecture presided over by Dr T M P Maha
devan Professor of Phulosophy in the Unwersity of Madras
Samshn harada §m 8§ R handra Rao Lecturer i
Sansknt at the Central College Bangalore gave a masterly
presentation of the classical Indian theory of asthetic
enjoyment The appeat of a play or a prem depended
parily on the proper blending of the predomipant senty
ment the descriptive passages and the accompanymng
moods but the quality and extent of the spectator s or the
reader s bachground of evpenence was afso an smportant
factor The particular characters wm a great play hke
Shakuntala seemed soon to give place to genesal {ypes
with one of which the spectator could wdentily hunself

Rasa or Iiterary dehght he showed by analysis not to
be due to any causal relationchip to suggestion to revela
twon to iaferential knowledge or to verbal cogmton but
to be tra é t and pheable  In the
the quality of safea 1s predonmunant  lus mind 15 controlied
But he quoted hahdasa s analysis of hterary delight shon
ing that 1t imphed such delight to be wmfenor to the ab
solute bliss resulting from the Lnowledge of Brahma—the
Brahmananda of the Upanishadic thinkers

PHILOSOPHY AND MEDICINE
28th May 1951
The lecture on thus subject by Dr Bemard Phllips
Head of the Department of Philesophy of the Uniwversity of
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Delaware m India as a Research Scholar at the Benares
Hinde Umiversity was given under the chairmanship of
Dr M V Govindaswamy It has been published mn two
mstalments in The Aryan Path for September and October
1951 and as Reprint Mo 7 of the Institate

RECENT TRENDS IN AMERICAN EDUCATION
5th June 1901

Dr Chns A De Young Dean of the Graduate School
Illmots State Normal Umiveraty a lecturer m India under
the Fulbright Act stationed at the Central Institute of
Educatton University of Delb: gave his ilfustrated lecture
on this subject under the chairmanship of Prof B R
Seshachar Central College Bangalore He spoke of how
highlv decentralized the admmstration of education 1n
America was and of 1ts democratic control of the secular
education 18 all publc supported schools and of the em
phasis on learmng to do things with the hands of which he
was sorry to find so hittle yet in India wherehe had taught
years ago examinations were still over emphasized he
found He stressed the influence of the home 10 education
as also the need of child understanding and guidance He
would have schools Iibrary centred  Apropos of religious
education Dr De Young said that religion could not be
taught 1t could only be caught and a true educator by
the influence of s own life and spiit would give the
necessary spintual quickening to his pupils

PHILOSOPHY AS DARSANA
7th June 1951

Under the charmanship of Shri k' Guru Dutt Director
of Public Instruction of Mysore State Dr T M P Maha
desan the Head of the Department of Phlo opby of the

29



THE INDIAN INSTITUTE OF CULTURE

Umversity of Madras traced first the history of Western
philosophy from the 16th century when freeing stself from
theelogy philesophy had begun to become the handmaid of
science  Logical Positivism denying all validity to meta
physics had been its final product

Eastern philosophy by contrast was darsana a view of
reality by means of 1 transcendental expenience  The goal
n the East was not only a view of hfe but a way of hfe
There were logical systems in India such as Nydyq and
Buddh and Puna might be dered & kind
of pragmatism but pragmatism had not taken roet m Indta
The test of phiosophy was realization 1mmediate experience
of Reality which was possible because Reality was not
other than ourselves

STAGE PRODUCTION FOR AMATEURS
9th June 1951

Miss Irene Buller (Mes G P Alexander) of the London
stage lecturing on this subject under the charmanship of
Shnn G § Ullal not only gave many hunts for the success
{ul amateur productron of plays but also imparted some
thing of her oun enthustasm for the wmportance and the
possibifities of the amateur stage She brought out the
need to consider the talent avatlable in choosing the play
1o find the best producer possible and grve hum full control
to fill wn the background by studying the characters and
therr sething to wdenhify onesell with the part to take the
work sersously and to divide the tasks among the members
of the company with due attention to the audience s con
ventence and pleasure  The pomters given ranged from
clathes good carpage and heeping the eyes up to careful
tisteming by the actors and conscientious alertness in the
prompter Please heep the stage alive a vital past of
the world you hivent




PUBLIC LECTURES—E GLISH

TIME AND MUSIC
11th Jone 1951

Pandit Narayana Rao lecturng under the chairmanship
of Vidyabhushan Shn D %k Bhardva) said that music was
more than an expres 1on of the emations and higher seatc
ments through the medivm of ound 1t was the expression
of the diviuty in man  But 1t had many levels from the
most metaphysical the Sound the Word by which the um
verse was created down to the physical Modern cience
did not understand the flow of time and how the different
times of day produced different moods or s ates of conser
ousness due to the attunement of man with Nature The
ancient Rishs had recogmized this relation hip and sard that
only certamn ragas appropnate to each tume of day should be
played then The lecturer descnbed the various ragas
with their predominant notes and their intended effect
demonstrating the twilight ragas with vina accompamment

YANTRAS OR MECHANICAL CONTRIVANCES
IN ANCIENT INDIA
18th June 1951

This lecture by Dr V Raghavan Head of the Depart
ment of Sanshnit 11 the Umiverstty of Madras deltvered
under the charrmanship of Prof D D hosambt Professor
of Mathematics at the Tata Research Institute Bombay
has been published as Transaction No 10 of the Institute

THE SOCIAL PLAY IN SANSKRIT
19th June 1951
Dr V Raghavan Head of the Sansknt Department 1n
the University of Madras gave this lecture at the Institute
under the charmanship of Dr N 5 N Sastry  The lecture
has been published as the Institute s Transaction No 1x
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THE INFLUENCE OF THE GRLELK AND LATIN
CLASSICS ON ENGLISH LITERATURE

21st June 1951

Thisfectureby Mc S € G Bach Regronal Represent
ative of the Butish Councif at Madras was given under the
chairmansiup of Prof Pk Venkata Rao of St Josephs
Colluge Bangalore Mr Bach shetched first the content of
Grech lerature from Homer to 1ts peak in the 5th century
B¢ the Roman classical hiterature having been modelled
on the Greeh  The classical idea had been charactenzed by
objectivity or smpersonality humamsm the exaltalion of
reason symmetry and simplictity  All hitertry forms were
Greek though perhaps they were basic and the Greeks had
only developed them

The iofluence of the Greek and Roman classics on Inghsh
had grown from the Norman Conquest affecting the lung
uage as well as the current of thought Shakespeare had
made the classical culture completely lisown  The Renats
sance era of expansion had been succeeded by the Augustan
with 1ts greater emphasis on classical forms  Even today
 our day of industnalsm and scientific expansion the
classical tradifton persisted to some extent and bade fair to
revive  Lven modern writers could not get away from the
myths which whether hustonically based or enshrming phat
osoplucal or natural truths touched upon issues of
permanent smportance to maan

THE CITIZEN OF TOMORROW
23rd June 1951
Mr Ju tice B Va udevamurthy of the High Court
Bangalore presided at this bree.y address by the well
Lnown wnter and humorist Mr Justice A § P Ayyar of
the Madras High Court Mr Ayjar started on the theme
of the essential oneness of humanity and the need for
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shedding msulanity and becoming citizens of the world
The citizen of tomorrow wauld have to shed his separative
tendenctes Man he said had in him the god as well &s
the anmmal and the imtelligence to choose between dharma
and adharma nght and wrong  He touched on the secular
state not being an iconoclastic state each was free to
follow the religion of his chowce  All religions had their
messages and these did not confict The i1deal was the
well bemng of the world Heaven was not some far away
place bat had to be brought down on earth  He advocated
doing away by education with nigid castes one law for all
people and economic sufficiency for all  His points were
wnterspersed and illustrated with many witty anecdotes in
the lecturer s charactenstic vemn

THE STUDY OF MODERN INDIAN HISTORY
3rd July 1951

Dr Holden Turber As octate Professor of History at the
University of Pennsylvama 1n India as a Fulbright scholar
lectured under the chairmanship of Shrt P hodanda Rao
of the Sersants of India Society  The brographer of Henry
Dundas Viscount Melville Dr Furber had been greatly
nterested i the history of India under the Last India
Company Much of 17th century Indian h tory he de
clared lay buried m the records of the East India and
Datch India Compantes but was accessible either in
London the Hague or New Delh:  He hoped that some
young Indians would take up the research  The prvate
records and diaries of educated Indrans perhaps still
thetr families was another potential source  From 1650 to
1830 Enghshmen in India had entered into the hife of the
people many had engaged 1n research and left materals
for future histortans From 1830 1885 Enghsh had been
widely introduced Indian ways had been locked down

103



THE INDIAN INSTITULE OF CULTURE

upon and Western ideas gradually asstmilated  From 1885
when the Indian National Congress was born Indsan
history had come to be written also by Indians bat there
was room for much maore attention on their part to the
modern peniod

ASIAN STUDIES IN THE UNITED STATES
5th July 1951

The past the present and the future of Asian Studies 1n
the US A were discussed by Dr Holden Turber 1n this
lecture over which Prof N A Nikam of the Maharanss
College Bangalore presided Ehhu Yale had been Govern
or of Madras and the great New England thinkers had con
tacted Indian philosophy but Witham D Wintney at Yale
and Charles Rockwell Lanman at Harvard had been proneer
American Sanshntists  Today South Asian studies un
known before 1920 were offered by several umiversities
with funds denved partly from Rochefeller and Carnegte
Foundation grants  They were taken advantage of chefly
by graduates so far  Many of the umiversities and colleges
offered lectures 1n thys Seld and several of the Jarger untver
sities spectalized 1n particular regions  There were however
at present not more than 200 experts on Astan subjects m
the USA Dr Furber made several suggestions by which
therr number could be greatly increased i the near future
—sermnars at which foreign Jecturers could be welcomed
the spreading sn Amesica of books publshed n India and
the possible establishing of an American Academy sumlar
1o those 1n Rome and Athens upon Indsan sou to be open
to Indian as well as Amertcan students
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THE INDIAN IDEAL OF FRELDOM OF THOUGHT
9th July 1951

Prof A N Moorthy Rao presided at this lecture by Dr
M Hafiz Syed Retired Professor in the Onental Department
at the University of Allahabad  The lecturer urged return
1ng to the ideals of Indian phlilosophical thought From
Rig Vedic times on there had been tolerance 1n ancient
India  Asoka was not the only ruler to honour all sects
However great the social restnictions intellectual life had
remained free  The demand for freedom was innate 1o man
Ii we thought wrengly time would show us our errors \What
we thought did affect us enormously because as a man
thinks so he becomes  but no one was master of another s
thought Today the spint of man had ouigrown the old
forms dogmas were obstacles and had to be broken the
lecturer declared  The end of education he said was to
transfer authority from the without to the within to the
tmmortal Inner Ruler The recogmtion of Brahman as all
was the Magna Carta of intellectual freedom

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION IN THE SECULAR STATE
19th July 1951

ShnD V Gundappa President of the Gokhale Institute
of Publtc Affairs Bangalore presided at the sympostum on
this subject

Shnn K Guru Dutt Director of Public Instruction 1n
Mysore State who spoke first said that secular meant
only that the State was not narronly rehgious The Bnt
1sh pelicy of non interference with rehgion had so far
governed though the Unnersity Commssion Report had
recommended study of the lives of great religious leaders
and of great religious books as alse some of the central
problems of religion
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The Central Board of Lducatton at its meeting 1n My
sore 1n 1945 6 had decided religions mnstruction to be the
function of the home and the rehgious commumty The
State left the individual free Gandhipn had favoured a
secular State but had felt that the educated classes needed
torevert to the ancrent traditions  Morals Shn Guru Dutt
felt would detenorate without a religtous ideal The
example of the elders was very important in teaching relig
10n as a way of hfe

Prof N A Nilam of the Maharam s College Bangalore
questioned whether the universities could teach virtue al
though they could teach comparative religions  The secular
State he said being based on an 1deal of religious hiberty
was really on a religious basis itself for all 1ts seculanty

Dr D Gurumurt: Retired Principal of the Madanapalle
College defined the Secular State 1n terms of religious toler
ance rather than of mere neutrality Man he said was a
soul possessinga body but the spirtt 1n man was forgotten
1n educational matters  The youth of today lacked rever
ence because education was turned only towards preparation
for earning a livehhood  He suggested a system of moral
or rehigious education from the primary stage onward which
would cultivate a spint of reverence and a sense of the
Divine while bringing out the umiversality of the doctrines
of all the great religions  Viewing the majesty of nature or
the creative work of man would help but the example of
the teacher conld best impart religion  teaching tt as a form
wasuseless Thedifficulty wasin getting quahfied teachers

The Chairman stressed the difference between Religion
as a search for truth reverence for Life the sensing of the
Mystery and the Eternal Venties holiness and practice of
the great virtues—and the separate religions 1n which there
was conflict  Each could follow whichever of the latter he

liked but all should follow Religion  The State and Rehg
10n, he said were like the Pracritts and Nuriity Margas the
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ohe going vut and the other the Way of retutda  Thé State
had moral functions but should control the extertor where
as Religion should feed the nterior

CGitizens had to learn to be good neighbours The
schools could teach great poetry art and music and the
Iistory of all peoples but not religions with a small r
these would receive their corrective from cultural bodies
like the Indian Institute of Culture The great mystics
everywhere and the great morahties should be taught as
also such books as lead to holiness

The world today the Chalrman felt needed the Indian
attitude of tolerance

ROYAL CHARTERS IN ANGIENT INDIA
23rd July 1951

Dr B Ch Chhabte Epgraphist to the Govetnment of
India illustrated bis lecture with a charter corsisting of
strips of engraved copper plates which were perforated
and fastened together with the King s seal  He also passed
among the audience photographs of othér such charters
and ihscniptions  He explained the immense valué of
thes¢ title deeds to historians for what they sielded of
description of anctent social customs etc  He also desctib-
ed the mteresting ways 1n wlich these charters, in Praknt
or Sanshnt, with parts i the lécal tongue found their tva)
to the Epigraplust s office Though these chatters redorded
a gut of land or of a township from the Ring yet they
sometunés had great hterary value

The lecture was undet the chafrmanship of Sh T N
Sreekantaya
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LITTLE KNOWN POE[S IN THE SANSKRIT WORLD
24th July 1951
This lecture delivered by Dr B Ch Chhabra Ept
graphist to the Government of India was presided over by
Dr M V Govindaswamy It appeared in The dryan Path
for September 1951 under the title  Poetry in Sanshnt
Inscriptions

JAINISM A UMNIVERSAL RELIGION
23rd August 1951

Shrt k. S Dharanendratya Princrpal of the Srt Jaya
chamarajendra Sanshrit College Bangalore fectuning under
the chairmanship of Shn B P Wadia brought out the
broad tolerance of Jaimsm which leaves each frew to follow
his own path 1t recognizes seven different points of view
all necessary but rejects blind faith  The tradivon of
Jaimsm 1s claimed to go back to the tighest antiquity
‘The soul 1s immortal and was onginally pure but has been
caught 1n the ocean of Samsara from which it has to work
1its way back to become ome with the highest Derty by
repeated lives on earth 1n which the enjoyment or suffering
1s self earned  The perfected man the Thurthankara 1s the
crown of existénce

The strongest pownt of Jaimsm the speaker brovght
out 15 1ts cthics Ahsmsa being its chief doctnne  There
are ho P codes of conduct for b hold
and Sannyaus

The Chairman bronght ont 1n concluding that the con
tribution of Jamism was not merely negative harmless
ness but also the positive doing of 1 indness the very name
of the Jan Teacher Mahawira who had been a con
temporary of the Buddha meant great man of energy
Ahimsa he called  the non violence of the strong
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PHASES OF INDIAN DANCING
28th August 1951

Shrimat: Ragim Devi began her lecture with a reference
to the importance of the gesture springing from nner feel
g this being what distinguished the Indian dance from
the European dance where physical form and rhythm were
stressed  The gestures from which expansive movement
unfolded had been formalized with them went the cadence
of the body and movements of eye and hand

Though the Indian dance had started with ritual and
nvocation 1t also dramatized the epic stortes covering all
phases of human life The lecturer demonstrated many
mudras symbols for space a fish an elephant a lotus etc
portraying a Radha hrnshna episode and with the accom
pamment of veena and voice the ten Avataras depicting
each charactenstically Other short dances were also
demonstrated

Her lecture was confined to classical dancing leaving
folk dancing out of account  She hoped that the survival
of the old dance forms however such as the vanations of
Kathakali 1n South India could be assured 1n the hfetime
of those who still retained the cultural tradition fast dying
out 11 some places She believed that the dances though
about Gods and Goddesses could be adapted to present
day hfe there was much mirth and funin them  Theepie
stories moreover covered all the incidents of hfe and
could be adapted to modern conditions

Shrimat1 Ragim Devi compared the various forms of
the dance 1n India remarking that the Tandava dance was
more a matter of sculptural poses than of the dance proper

Dr N S N Sastry who presided considered that the
art of the dance was a spontancous expression of human
emotion finding expression 1n religious forms but not
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ansiog from them  He mentioned the Tandava and Nata
raja dances however as having a deep symbohcal meaning

CHII DREN
1—YOW DO WE LEARN ABOUT OUR CHILDREN?
3rd September 1951

In tius first of five lectures by Dr MV Govindaswamy
Supetintendent of the Mental Hospital Bangalare under
the chawrmanstip of Shn B P Wadia 1t was brought out
H1ow little conscions Indians in general are of the psychelog
{cal problems of child rearing  After referring to develop
ments and findings in psychological studies in the West Dr
Govindaswamy stressed the importance 6f the parent child
relationship and the proper adjustment of emotions and
affections dunng the first few yeard Starving a childs
uffections meant abnormaltity it later lile

PROHIBITIGN vs EXCISE
6th Septembér 1951

Shri P hodanda Rac Minornity Member of the Madhya
Pradesh Prohibition Enquiry Committee analjzed the ex
penence in that Province which was half wet and half dry
Lxctse 1n the wet area had doubled 1n the Jast year or so
Excise nas meant to check hquor consumption but had be
come valued as a source of revenue Shn hodanda Rao
called 1t a degrading and inequitable tax easily replaceable
by other taxes

Prohibition had been more effective in checking over all
indulgence 1n alcohol most Indians being lw atuding and
drihhang intoxicants being fronned on by religion and social
custom  He felt however that individual ratioming al
re.dy introduced 1n Sweden would mére effectively keep
people temperate and within bounds, allowing » moderate
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supply to individuals who could not do without liquor and
putting the bootlegger out of business by properly adjusting
the exaise tax  He stressed the importance of enlightened
public opinton to back up the law

The Chairman Shri B P Wadia mentioned the advant
age which Gandhins rehigious and moral approach to the
problem had given us The problem had its profoundly
moral as well as economic aspects Individuals should
sacrifice {or the sake of the country

CHILDREN
If —THE HOME OF THL CHILD
10th September 1951

Adfter referning to American observation studies of chil
dren Dr M V Govindaswamy named the needs of the
child as love security bemng made to feel that 1t 13 wanted
and belongs to the family and being accepted for what 1t
15 Parents plans for the child s future should not inter
fere with lus normal development  Problem parents made
problem children  Delinquency often followed unstable
home conditions Alowance had to be made for the
anymal impulses and curtosity of children  The réle of toys
1 child development was brought out the important thung
beipg not their beauty or ntnnsic value but the imagmn
ative use the child made of them

AMERICA AND INDIA
11th September 1951
In this lecture under the chairmanship of Prof B R
Seshachar Professor of Zoology in the Central College
Bangalore Mr Stanley R Chartrind Amerscan Consul
and Public Relations Officer of the United States Informa
tion Service Madras Stressed the universal sespect
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America for Gandhiji though Amenicans in general had not
known much more about India  The two countries had in
common theirr pohtical herstage from the same mother
country including its democratic tradition but 1n present
day politics Indians and Americans did not always see eye
to eye

The statement of Indias Prime Mimster that the
American offer of wheat was acceptable without strings had
cleared the position paving the way for the loan which
many Amenicans had anticipated with individual or group
gifts of food The work of the U S I S which was
shortly opeming a Library in Bangalore under Dr Purcell
who had accompanied Mr Chartrand to the lecture was to
help Indians to understand Amencans Its workh was
fivefold operating through a free public reference hbrary
for information not propaganda films a press section a
Voice of America radio programme and an exchange of
persons programme which was most important

India s culture and America s matenal progress could
be blended with profit  Some of the things that America
had India did not want but others could be not grafted
on but hybnidized so to say with India s culture

In answer to questions Mr Chartrand brought out that
Amenca s former 1solation policy had been given up and
explained that the U S I S though it acted also for trade
purposes was as non political as the British Council 1n ats
objectives

CHILDREN
I —THE SCIIO0L OF THE CHILD
17th September 1951

In this third lecture 1 his series Dr M V Govinda
swamy said that the school s function was to be a bndge
petween the home and the outside world He dealt par
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ticularly with nursery schools  Most educators had forgot
ten the cluld but Mme Monte son had freed him from
many restratnts while leaving the traiming tied to the
academicsystem  Children needed control from their elders
or they were miserable The value of drama for children
wasbrought out  Competent teachers were more important
than fine buildings

CARLYLE AND VEDANTA
20th September 1951

Speaking under the chairmanship of Shri L S Seshagint
Rao of the Central College Bangalore Shn D A Subba
Rao brought out that though Carlyle does not show a
direct acquatntance with Vedanta texts he had been led by
s own meditations as well as by the nfluence of German
thinkers and of Sir William Jones towards the same truths
He had taught the doing of actions for their own sake urg
1ng fearless performance of duty and a return to the eternal
values renouncing the lower ones

‘The Chairman considered that Shelley s Promethens Un
bound had more mfluence on Carlyle than he had received
{rom Eastern sources though there were points of simlanty
between Carlyle and Vedanta—his appreciation of the value
of suffering the conquenng of the expectation of reward
etc Carlyles theory of heroes was related to the Hindu
concept of Arataras his heroes were not merely men great
1n deeds but men who had power to reconstruct

CHILDREN
IV~THE WONDERLAND OF CHILDREN
25th September 1951

The fairy tale best fits the wonderland of children
according te Dr M V Govindaswamy who 1n this fourth
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fecture 1n his series exarmined the importance of phantasy
in the development of the child  There were great similar
sties m folklore from ome country to another In fauy
tales physical laws were suspended  The child became
wmagtnation one or another character  The old tales were
better than the recent ones clnldren ashed for the old
ones to be told again and agan  Aliee 11 Wonderland re
quired a lecture by tself

Shri B P Wadim who presided said that the invisible
world of the devas the gods the sages and the ristus had
the same power on the adult mind as the fary world had
on the child s emotions  The nature spirits faues devatas
of the child s fairy tales might lead adults to the recogm
tion of the wnvisible world of reality

ANGIENT IRAN OF ZOROASTER AND TARLAMARKAN
(THE GOBI DESERT)

27th September 1951

Rajasevaprasahta Shn R N Mirza referred first to the
Western evplorers of the Gobi regton espectally Sven Hedin
and Sir Aurel Stein guving irteresting points about thesr
background He mentioned also the work of scholars like
Prof A V Wilams Jackson and Dr Arthur Upham Pope
whose .ersices in mahing Iran known better in the West
had been valuable

Shrt Mirza desalt with the Zoroastnans and their rever
ence for the sun as the source of life a reverence shared
by some among the Iraman Muskms The Zoroastrian
theory of magnetic energy shonid he said be apprecisted
by modern who ate d with
solar and cosmic radiation It could dispel matenalism
The storehouse of tlns rnergy in the mdividual man was
the Fratarshs or Ferour which sometimes acted as a
Guardian Angel
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He shetched the awesome dimensions and featores of
the Gobi Desert descnibing Sir Aurel Stemn s tnp 1n search
of the old China trade soute which he had found by coming
upon one Chinese comn and then a stning of them at scatter
ed intervals evidently fallen from a leaking sack  Tllow
ing up this clue Sir Aurel had come upon ruins and found
in the ancrent town where Firdiust bad hved a beaunful
picture of a bearded Persian carrying a mace showing that
the Persians had travelled east taking their culture with
them A slide of the picture was shown

Shnn B P \ladia who presided spoke of the force of
destiny 1n which great and hittle men played their parts
Sir Aurels coolies had shared 1n the discovery He men
tioned that not only had human bewgs each a Fratarsh:
according to Zoroastramism but all things and beings as
well up to Ahura Mazda himself

CHILDREN
v —CHILDREN IN WANDERLAND
29th September 1951

Dr M Vv Gowuindaswamy In ths closing Jecture of his
sertes referred to the need of help for difficult chaldren The
child s need for affection secunty etc not met led to
difficulties  Dichens s portraits of cluldren were analyzed
also George Lhiot s Barne s were mentioned too and hup
hing s ham  The Sansknt poets were most helpful depicting
many episodes of children  Passing to present day child
problems Dr Govindaswamy referred to the Child Guid
ance Umts abroad with their social workers and chinies
Several problems in the home were mentioned eating diffy
culties bed wetting etc which should be handled without
anxety or undue stress  Children s delnquency was often
a device to attract attention  Of all children 1n Wander
land Dr Govindaswamy thought that 6¢°, to 70°, could
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be brought back to a normal state of mind  Elementary
centres of child welfare were greatly needed throughout
India  The senes of lectures had sought to awaken interest
1n the whole problem so that some fruitful developments
might follow

Shn B P Wadia 1n lus concluding speech from the
Chair said that the subject was neglected 1n India  We
needed to understand it and to draw on not only the
modern psychological solutions but also on our own heritage
to help us whiclh brought n the question of soul values and
what had been brought over from prior lives

MEASURES TO INCREASE FOOD PRODUCTION IN
INDIA

11th October 1951

Dr Chfford C Tlaylor Agricultural Counsellor of the
American Embassy New Delly covered in his address the
many possibilities for increasing Indias food production
The 5% more land that could be brought under cultivation
would not take care of the growing population  Irngation
would almost double the yield 1n certan places but even
withont 1t villagers could do much by contour bunding re
storing tanks etc to conserve the available moisture which
now ran anay Some land could be reclaimed by draining
off the excessive salt concentration  Dry farming methods
had helped to reclaim the American  Dust Bowl Here
fallow land around wvillages and some mllions of acres of
jungle land could be brought under cultivation The dig
ging of wells and the sinking of tube wells were valuable
steps The ploughing 1n of leguminons crops was important
{or providing mitrogen other ingredients were also necessary
for soil fertiity  The making available of improved seed
and imp w1s also y  Tractors and thresh
1ng machines might be made available by the Government
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or by co operative socteties since time was an inportant
element 1n both planting and harvesting  Also the villagers
Tequired education 1n improved methods by tramed service
units

Shni P H hnshna Rao Retired Member for Tood Sup
plies of Hyderabad now Development Commissioner of
Mysore State stressed in s address which followed Dr
Taylor s lecture the importance of cattle manute and com
post required even with the new fertilizer factories which
could not supply much of the country s requirement He
found the poverty of the farmers and the small size of the
holdingt the chief obstacles to mcrea ed food production
Other occupations should be found for the surplus popula
tion on the land

Dr Ananta Pad bha Rao Agncultural St
Government of Mysore gave statistics about the Grow More
Tood Campaign m the State  Though the rains varied he
also mentioned there was a regulanty 1n thewr vanatton
Crops could be altered to suit the conditions  Dr Rao con
trasted India s small per capita expendtture on agricultural
improvement with the large outlay of the USA and
Britain

Shri A K Yegna Narayan Atyer Retired Director of
Agni ulture 1n Mysore State spoke of the time which would
be required to work out the large schemes settle people on
reclaimed tracts etc The schemes were good on paper
but there were many intangibles including human nature
He stressed the desirabibity of wells and the need of teams
of workers to show the villagers better methods and con
vince them of their value

The Charrman Shri DV Gundappa President of the
Gokhale Institute of Public Affairs Bangalore 1n summing
up cnticized the shor of some of the int d
between the plans and the people who did not guve needed
help with needed promptness and competence  Especially
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he thought that the opimions of cultivators themselves
should be sought as to what could be done to smprove thetr
food production  He felt that India should solve her own
problems

Dr L S Dorasami Honorary Secretary of the Institute
added n moving the vote of thanls to Dr Taylor and the
others who had participated in the discussion that the
wastage of 20% of the harvested crops through insects
rodents and sheer carelessness should be avoided which
would go far to solve the problem of increased availabiity
of food Indiahad hesaid much to learn from the United
States and the Umted Kingdom on farming methods

SWITZERLAND
HER POLITICAL AND CULTURAL PATRIMONY
13th October 1951

His Excellency Dr Armin Daemiker Minister for Switzer
land spealing under the chairmanship of Shn B P Wadia
gave a valuable and suggestive account of his country s
achievement of political unity and freedom a high degree
of prospenity and umversal education despite lingmstic
ethnological and creedal differences the meagre natural
resources of Switzerland and the strong mdividuahty of
1ts Cantons which had long had therr own customs barriers
postage comage etc

Switzerland s State organization had been called 1ts
cinef contribution to world culture The high degree of
democratic participation by the citizens in the admimistra
tion of their communes Cantons and the Confederation
itself through the Inttiative and Referendum which the
country had adopted had been a matter of slow growth
from the onginal Secuntly Pact of 660 years ago by which
several Cantons had pledged themselves to mutual assist
ance aganst aggression

118



PUBLIC LECIURES—ENGLISH

The fine and applied arts had all flounshed the coun
try had produced famous educators and engineers and
sctentists as well The small country had 7 Universities
with 20 000 students Three languages German Italan
and French were official langnages but there were at Jeast
40 dialects 1n 2 country the size of Jarpur State  The very
diverstty had tanght tol rance while ruling out conformmty

Two excellent information films about Switzerland were
shown and then Shn B P Wadia who presided brought
out the lessons which Switzerland could teach to the Indian
people.  This conntry had too much of provincal nvalry
rebigious fends social barners and polttical wir  pulhing and
the mternational and cosmopolitan spint was greatly need
ed The Indian Iostitute of Culture was trywng to give
contacts with the minds of oth r countn: s and especally
heart contacts \what otber nations mall or great had
done we could accomplish H did not fear the end of the
world or of civilization  Man s power of thought and 1mag:
nation was stranger than the atom bomb Ideas ruled the
world as Plato aid and closer contacts with the world of
1d=as would help to bring aboot world unity

MASTERPIECES OF INDIAN PAINTING
15th October 1951 -

Dr B h Kottar of the Bangalore weehly Wysindia
who presided over this first of three lectures which Prof
O C Gangoly had come frem Calcutta to deliver at the
Institute 1ntroduced him as the art cntie who with his
journal Ruparn and s everal books had placed Indian
art on the art map of the world

Professar Gangoly deplored the virtual boycotting of
visual art 10 Indian schools and colleges o that the critical
sense was gererally undeveloped  There were some musical
connosseurs, but the average man was not a connaisseur
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of the beauty of form and colour which were the passports
to the Continent of Eternal Pleasures Some galleries
were being started and exhibitions were increasingly held
and the speaher urged the audience to look at pictures
until you have developed the power of seeing them

He showed a number of shdes of paintings some me
diocre some most arhistic pointing out the shortcomings of
the former the beauties of the latter  He confined himself
to twn categories of Indian pamtings those with ammal

b pecially fighting Is goats camels ele

phants and those with romantic motifs tahing the occaston
m connection with the former to point out the utter sense
lessness of such trials of brute force The pictures with
the love motif dealt with two popular folk romances one
of the maiden who used to swim to her lover across a river
and her intrigue discovered was lured to her death by the
substitution of an unbaked pitcher for the one which
usually supported her in the water and the other the story
of the wandenings of the royal lover of Malwa 1n quest of
a spring which was to gush from the earth in tolen of
Divine sanction for their union

In his closing remarhs Dr hottar descnibed art as an
index to the vitality and richness of a civilization and wel
comed Pandit Nehru s project for the establishment of a
National Gallery of Art

INDIAN SCULPTURE
16th October 1951

The second lecture of Prof O C Gangoly on Indian Art
was under the chairmanshipof Dr N § N Sastry  Pro-
fessor Gangoly at the outset ascnibed the long delay in the
appreciation by the \West of Indian sculpture to 1ts having
so little 1n common with any of the Western schools of
sculpture  This was traceable to a fundamental difference
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in the artist s wtention  The Indian sculptor was primar
ily an image maker the image being ntended not as an
1dol or a fetish but to assi t the worshipper 1n attaimng
Yoga by suggesting a fragment of the Divine contemplat
g which he might raise us consciousness  The test of the
value of an ;mage was its power to evoke religious ecstasy

It had been recogmized 1n Vedic tumes that no repre
sentation of the all pervasive Deity was possible but
certain seers had visualized particular aspects of Divinity
and set down the canons of perfection for the particutar
parts of the form  No deviation from these rules was per
mitted to the sculptor whose skill was te ted by s sincer
ity and his ability to render his own inspiration in the
prescribed form  The form rmght be beautiful or ugly
creation preservation and destruction being recogmzed
tqually as expressions of Divine Power

The Indian sculptor approached his tash prayerfully
Whereas Greek sculpture presented the God m gloncus
human form Indian p
details adopted the 10 head mstead ol the 8 head measure
ment which conforms to human proportions gave the Gods
four arms etc  The more human 1 conception it was the
less did Indian sculpture approachits purpose  The lecturée
was illustrated throughout by dozens of beautiful shdes
showing both Greek and Indian images of the Gods

Dr N § N Sastry in s concluding remarks mention
ed how admirably Indian sculpture illustrated what 1 the
modern psychology of asthetics was called  psychic dis
tance It represented a deliberate departure from
anatomy going beyond the rules carried to perfection 1n
Greek art to present something more sublime and spiritual
than the physical human form
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THEORIES OF INDIAN ART
18th October 1951

Prof O C Gangoly 1n this concluding lecture of his se
nes mentioned the difficulties of the subject exemplars of
some schools being hmited and specific literary references
few The Silpa Sastras dealt only with the techmque of
pamting and sculpture  Stray pas ages from Sansknt and
Pah literature which he quoted furmished clues as that
theories of art were embedded 1n theories of creation etc
The Buddha in his last sermon had directed the erection of

to serve as r ders of bis fe and produce
a fluttering of the heart awakening devotion

It was however the analysis of the psychological basis
of rasas {emotive essence } as formulated for literature that
revealed msthetic principles applicable also to the visual
arts These rasas included clanty of expression strength
or brilliance dellcacy loveliness nichness avoidance of the

har linking of d lar things  He
accepted Dr N S N Sastry s suggestion that suggestive
ness was an important quahity and agreed with Dr §
hamesam who asked if 1t was not because art had been so
much part and parcel of life that our ancients had not
thought of defimng 1t  Even in Europe -esthetic theory
had come late

Shn B P Wadia who presided said that the lecture
had shown that hnowledge m ancient India had not beeén
confined to philosophical and religious lore  He spoke of
the hope expressed that more attention could be given to
art in the Institute s future programme and of the desiraby!
ity of brnging to India young creative artists Lnthusiasts
about art who would give co operation and advice would
greatly assist the Institute in laying greater emphasis on art
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THE MEDIATIVE FUNCTION OF MUNDA
CUSTOMARY LAW

29th Octeber 1951

Dr Dorothy M Spencer Research Attaché of the Amer
tcan Embassy New Deltn lectured on this subject under
the chairmanship of Dr M V Govindaswamy Supennten
dent of the Mental Hospital Bangalore who paid a tribute
tn his opening remarks to the important contmbution af
the Amenican school of anthropological research

The orgamization of the aboriginal tribe of Mundas m
the Chota Nagpur Platean of Southern Bihar now agricul
tunists the lecturer explained 1s wto villages of several
hamlets each village having about 250 mhabitants  The
village Headman 1s called a Munda there 15 also a village
Sacnficer 1n connection with anmmistic ntes  Several
villages in turn are Joosely grouped together under acom
mon Headman who like the Munda has prestige but little
authonity The real enforang agents are the Panchayats
or Councils whose collective judgment 1s final though the
amount of the fine 1mposed 15 subject to bargaiming

Disputes leading to tension and threateming the peace
may be settled by relatives or by the Headman and the
Sacnificer acting as mediators but 1f the contestants mnsist
a Council 1g called  There 1s a remarkable spint of accom
modation 1n the proceedings and less zeal for fixing the
blame than for removing 1ll feehing looking to the future
rather than to the past  For the sake of future relations
the fine may be small even for a very senious offence hke
attempted murder  This crime 15 however rare except by
tesort to witchcraft To relieve friction the aggressive
person mav be given hus way  Sometimes both parties are
fined equally Al present at the Council share the fine
which often takes the form of a feast If the enlpnt has
already suffered for tus fanlt the fine 1 proportionately
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hght and s circumstances also are tahen into account
The tnterdependence of the members of society 1s an 1mpor
tant factor in Munda law which seeks to enable the contes
tants to get off to a fresh start even after a very sertous
clash

Dr Govindaswamy pointed out the importance of the
Mundas stress on human relationshups and on relieving ten
sions as offering a pattern that could with profit be applied
to international and group relations

RECONGILIATION BLTWELN EAST AND WEST
1st November 1951

Shn T L Kantam Secretary of the United Nations
Assoctation of Mysore State recently returned from a visit
to Lurope and America where he had represented India at
the United Nations Assoctations meetings described his
ampressions of the existing tenston between the East and
West blocs and the forces worhing to alleviate it Democ
racy was defined by the Western democracies 1n political
and socfal terms by Russia 1n economic terms giving the
dominant position to worhers and peasants The wvital
problem 10 world peace was the co existence of the two
systems 1 an nternational order If world consciousness
were to prevail the forces of mankind could be rallied
under the United Nations and 1ts Speciahzed Agencies to
overcome not only war but all such evlsas poverty disease
alhteracy ete  The Umted Nations had to 1ts credit suc
cesses not only 1n the social economic cultural and hu
manitarian fields but even in political difficulties as in
Indonesia and Palestine the cease fire order 1n Lashmir
and the localizing of the korean conflict 1t had prevented
a Third World \var

Shn Kantam had attended the Conference of the Inter
pational Liatson Committee of Orgamzations for Perce
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held at Elsinore 1n August where the message of the Indian
Institute of Culture had been read He described the
vanous forces working for peace the Society of Friends
the War Re 1sters Movement the Partisans of Peace not
represented at Elsinore the National Peace Council of
Batatn the National Coun 1l for the Prevention of War 1n
the United States the Womens League for Peace and
Freedom and the Movement for World Federal Govern
ment etc The last named with which Lord Boyd Orr
was prominently associated had established a Centre
Brussels and was formulating concrete proposals for the
amendment of the United Nations Charter for proportional
representation of peoples i the Parliament of the World

The Elsinore Conference had deplored the rearmament
of Western Germany and advocated the withdrawal from
Germany of foreign forces and also condemned violent
propaganda which exacerbated differences calltng for the
dissemination of truth 1n tead 1t had seen hope wn Indias
middle course

Shrn K Guru Dutt who 15 a Vice President of the
Mysore Umted Nations Assoctation brought out m Iis
closing remarks from the Chair that poltical and economic
‘problems could not be solved only by political and econom
1c measures Indiza had achieved the most complete re
conciliation between the Ea t and the West A balance
between Eastern 1deas with their mnchination towards peace
and Western ideas and achievements was necessary but
war must be conquered first 1n the hearts of men  VWhat
was needed was not more resolutions not more Charters
but moere men taking themselves in hand and resolving the
conflict within themselves
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STRUCTURAL ECONOMY O SOUTH LAST ASIA
WITH SPECIAL REFERENGE TO INDIA

8th November 1951

Lectunng under the charmanship of Shn S H Laksh
minarasappa  Retired Government Architect Mysore
Dr S hamesam spol e tlluminatingly on the desirability of
substituting wood processed for resistance to decay and
termite damage and rendered fire proof for steel as a
structural matenal for South East Asia  This region
comprising India Palustan Ceylon Burma Thailand In
donesia and the Phulippines had a population of hundreds
of millions hiving under primitive conditions of housing etc
It was poor 1n mineral resources but could produce wood
n indefimte quantities on the spot  Processed wood more
over cost but a fraction as much as steel or reinforced
concrete

Dr hamesam gave an interesting historical retraspect
of the development of the steel based industriabism of the
West 1n which an acquisitive soczety intensely competitive
had replaced 2 functional society He defined an acquist
tive soctety as one which preduced goods not for the welfare
of the people but for gain  War not peace was favoured
by the steel based industries so easily convertible into
armament producers

A functional society brought into being by coercion as
10 Soviet Russia was worse than an acqmsitive society but
i choostng structural matenials the sinews of modern
industry consideration was necessary ol what we wanted
society to be

The speaher illustrated the possibilities of processed
wood 1n brnidge and house construction with lantern shdes
and gave figures howing its cheapness and practicability
1n conjunction with enlightened forest He

aw m hight pillar supported roofs and thin walls of process
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ed wood the solution of the East s vitlage tou ng problem

The Chawrman confirmed the claim for the durability of
processed wood which soitab y treated and made fire proof
promised to last as long as steel construction whereas un
processed wood used 1n construction could not be expected
to last longer than about 20 years

PENAL REFORM
12th November 1901

Dr Walter C Rechless Head of the Department of
Criminology 1n the Ohio State Umversity who had been
sent to India under the Untted Nations Technical Assistance
Programme to organize classes on Cnminology and Correc
tional Adminstration at the Tata Institate of Social S
ences Bombay lectured to a large audience on the pro.
gressive relaxation of the nigours of penal law  Hangne
even {or tnvial offence~ had given place to prison sentences
but the reformers in several parts of the world had started
4 motement about a hundred years ago not only for the
Testriction of capital pumshment and of transportation to
penal colontes but also to ameliorate the misery of prisoners

‘The modern jail had ceased to be a mere custodial sty
tution where the prnisoner sat loched up all day without
work moral mnstruction or recreation or even much medical
care 311 which conditions men had been found to deteniorate
and jail vices as well as Jail fevers had spread More
enhghtened admlmstra!mn had provided work a library
b and some medical care
Gradaally there had been wntrodnced remission of sentences
for good behaviour curtallment of privileges mstead of
flogging 1f sules were broken conditional pardons in ¢ertain
countres probation { successful 1n 75 to 8o cases out of 100
n the US A ) suspended sentence and parcle  Mr Reck
less {: d the ind its fength to be
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determined not by the Court but by the jal adwisory
boards He felt that kind firm and sympathetic treatment
of the prisoner by all the staff was very important giving
the prisoner a chance to bwld up faith mn someone who
could help him later to go straight A relation of confi
dence and faith between a staff worker and a prisoner held
the best hope of a change 1n the latter s attitude to hife
society and the Government but the public must co operate

Shr1 P Shiva Shanhar Secretary of the local Discharged
Prisoners Aid Society who presided stressed the last point
the attitude of society to the discharged prisoner which too
often was responsible for his failure to make good A Mysore
Jail Reform Commutteee had brought in a Report but
financial considerations had handicapped action on 1t He
mentioned also the need for control of films which glorfy
the racheteer and the constructive possibilities of films and
radio 1n the war against crime

Among those present at the lecture were Dr Lakshman
Rao Padke Inspector General of Prisons of Mysore State
and Shit R Rangaiah Superintendent of the Central Jail
Bangalore

ARE FREEDOM AND JUSTICE
INCOMPATIBLE?

22nd November 1951

Dr M N Mahadevan presided at this meeting at which
ShnP M S Pintoand Janab C Abdul Nab: former Secre
tary of the Mysore Legislature and a Retwed Judge dented
the mcompatibility of freedom and justice Shnt Pinto
recognized the need of a measure of constraint on personal
choice 1ts scope dictated by the principles of justice but
brought out the fact that compulsion which allowed no
choice weakened the human faculties and character
Justice was however necessary as well as freedom Econ
omic Justice was the cause of conflict today but legal and
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ocal justice were also necessary There could be no
justice without freedom and freedom without justwce
would be chaos

Janab Nabi maimntaned that 1 a democracy the fran
chise allowing the choice of legislators gave the people
power to change the laws  Freedom and justice were both
provided for by the Indian Consutstion  Freedom should
conform to that enjoyed in the most advanced countries
but the greatest good of the greatest number was the aim
of a civilized society ~ Sometimes mdividual likes and dis
likes had to be set aside 1n the nterest of the majonty as
i the traffic regulations

Dr N S N Sastry denied that man was born free  He
was always subject to hmitations which increased as he
got older His scale of values gradually advanced from
the individual to the social The highest values at the
cosmic level showed freedom and justice compatible 1deal
ly however wcompatible they migh seem 1 practice

Shn P hodanda Rao of the Servants of India Society
saw freedom and justice 1o mnverse ratio to each other the
more freedom the less justice and tice tersa To the
extent to which laws were multiplied freedom was reduced
and customs might have the force of law  The trend was
towards more and more control Ve uffered the restnc
tion of freedom to get greater justice between man and
man $¢ mnmmom hours of work and the mimimum wage
mfringed freedom but promoted justice

In hs concluding remarks Dr Mahadevan attnibuted
man s mhibitions to education as they increased adjust
ment to society and the environment improved  Freedom
was wonderful but could be a menace and also only a
slogan  Both freedom and jushice could not progress
Justice restnicted freedom but 1t was necessary The
democracies which stressed freedom were yet trying to
give justice to satisfy the majonty which had the power
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to change things India was full of poverty ignorance and
preventable disease  what good was freedom to the masses
suffering from these® Such conditions had to be fought
by any erganized Government

Communism wanted jnstice 1lmost on a regimented
Jevel The slogan of justice might sacrifice the best inter
est of those to whom it was meted out Thete was a
threshold below which man shonld not go When prepared
to accept a lower level of being and be happy man was not
m a satisfactory state  The time had come in India to
put the emphasis on justice but he hoped that the stand
ards could be raised without stultifying the people

POPULATION PROBLEMS
29th Noyember 1951

The recent great acceleration in the rate of growth of
India s population was stressed by Shr1 P H Lnshna Rao
former Census Commussioner Mysore 1n charge in Mysore
of sampling {a connection with the United Natlons joint
project with the Government of Inda for s‘udying the rela
tion between population ¢hanges and economic and social
change  In Mjsore State the population had increased as
much between 194T and 1951 as 1n the 40 previous years
The sncrease 1n the US A was more rapid but 1ts natural
resources were larger  Also 1n 1941 the populatton density
1n India had been 246 as compared with gx mthe U § A
The standard of living could not be raised 1f the population
continued to increase so rapidly

Qpemng up the empty spaces especially in the tropics
to mass immigration from India Chmna and Japan would
be one solution  India with 3% of the world s area had
20% of ats population Industnialization would help Econ
omc pressure might do what reason could not early
marriages had almost stopped  But he urged family plan
nIng as very pecessary
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Several questtoners brou ht up the greater desiability
of raising the moral tone of the people and encouraging
self restraint as urged by Gandhit 1 preference to birth
control by contraceptives etc which was conceded by the
speaker but constdered mmpractical as & mass solation
Suggestions for reducing the existing populdtion were offer
ed by two questioners but repudiated by the speaker dnd
the chairman It was admitted that an increase of pro
mscuity had been everywhere feared as a result of dissem
mating birth control information but the solution lay mn
moral education  The Hono ary Secrétary of the Instltute
suggested that the fertility ratio tended to decrea e withf
advance 1n the standard of hving but the speaker said that
this reduction would not be large

Dr T K Whelpton Director of the Population Division
of the United Nations who attended the lecture with Dr
C Chandrasekhar directing the project throughout Indiz
was mvited to say a few words on the subject He explain
ed that the United Mations interest 1 population problems
grew from the interest of vanous nations The UN was
trying to develop a programme and was tackling the prob
lem of the relation of the size of the population of various
nations fo the ability to support the people  The rawising
of the standard of lrsing securing more benefits to éach
individual was the um  Japan had advinced farthest i
the East 1 making birth control mformation generally
acctessible

Rajakaryaprasahta Shri Masti Venkatesa Iyengar «
former Census Commissionier of My ore who presided stress
ed also the seriousness of the problem  The old rehigious
restraints had weahened and substitates had not been pro
vided He deplored Indias having to mmport food and
urged taking the message of family planning to the villages
in the language of the people
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to change things India was full of poverty ignorance and
preventable disease what good was freedom to the masses
suffering from these ? Such conditions had to be fought
by any organized Government

Commumism wanted justice almost on a regimented
level  The slogan of justice might sacrifice the best inter
est of those to whom 1t was meted out Theie was a
threshold below which man shonld not go When prepared
to accept a lower level of being and be happy man was not
m a satisfactory state The time had come 1n India to
put the emphasis on justice but he hoped that the stand
ards could be raised without stueltifying the people

POPULATION PROBLEMS
29th November 1051

The recent great acceleration in the rate of growth of
India s population was stressed by Shri P H Knshna Rao
former Census Commssioner Mysore 1n charge in Mysore
of sampling in cannection with the Umted Nations joint
project with the Government of India for s udying the rela
tion between papulation ¢hanges and econemic and social
changes In Mysore State the population had increa ed as
much between 1941 and 1957 as 1n the 40 previous years
The 1ncrease 10 the US A was more rapid but its natural
resources were larger  Also 10 1941 the population density
1n India had been 246 as compared with gxinthe U S A
The standard of living could not be raised 1f the population
continued to mcrease so rapidly

Opemng up the empty spaces especially 1n the tropics
to mass immigratien from India China and Japan would
be one solution  India with 39 of the world s area had
209%, of 1ts population Industriahization would help Econ
omic pressure mght do what reason could not early
marnages had almost stopped  But he urged fanuly plan
ning 8% very necessary
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Several questioners brought up the greater desizabnitty
of raising the moral tone of the people and encowraging
self restrant as wrged by Gandhip m preference to birth
eonfrol by contraceptives etc which nas conceded by the
speaker but considered ympractical as a mass solation
Suggestions for reduting the enisting population swere offer
ed by tuo queshianers but sepudisted by the speaker dnd
the chairman 1t was admitted that an mcrease of pro
miscuity had been everywhere feared as a result of dissemn
matiag birth contral wformation but the solufion Iay
moral education  The Honorary Secretary of the Instifute
suggested that the fertihsy ratwo tended to decrease with
advance in the standard of living but the speal er smd that
this reduction would not be large

Dr T K Whelpton Disector of the Population Division
of the Umted Nations who attended the lecture with Dr
€ Chandrasekhar diwcecting the project throughout India
was mvited to say a few words on the subject He evplan
ed that the Umted Nations interest m population problemg
grew from the wterest of varous nations  The UN was
tryng to develop 3 programme and was tackling the prob
lem of the relation of the ize of the population of various
nations fo the abylity to suppact the people  The sasing
of the standard of hving secaning sore benefits (o #ach
mdividual was the aim  Japan had advanced farthest i
the East 1n mahieg bith control toformation generally
aceessible

Rajakaryaprasahta Sho Mast: Venkatesa Yyengar a
former Census Commisstoner of Mysore whopresided steess
ed alsp the senopsness of the problem  The ofd religious
testynnts had weakened and substitntes had not been pra-
vided He deplored Indirs having fo impart food and
wiged tahing the message of family planmng to the willages
1n the language of the people
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WALT WHITMAN—POET OF DEMOCRAGCY
6th December 1951

Lecturing under the chairmanship of Prof A N Moor
thy Rao of the Central College Bangalore Dr Ralph Pur
cell American Vice Consul and Cultural Affairs Officer m
charge of the U § Information Library at Bangalore
brought out at the outset that he had found the Indian
Institute of Culture not only hospitable to visiting American
speakers but also sympathetic with many 1deas of interest
to Amenca The U S Information Service was he suggest
ed an effort i line with the aims of the Institute

Walt Whitman the most distinctive but not necessanly
the most representative American poet had been both a
critic of American democracy as 1t had so far developed
and a prophet of the democracy of the future Love
democracy and religion were his formula of greatness The
fusion of lus work with lus hfe was remarkably complete
his poetry was extremely personal He had been unsuc
cessful in  getting on  according to the accepted pattern
uninterested 1n formal education dnfting from job to job
1in Broaklyn before hus trip west and down the Mississipp
to New Orleans for a job lost after a few months gave lum
a ghmpse of the frontier individual and self rehant but
concerned for secunity which he wove nto lus 1dea of
democracy

Reading Emersons essay on  Self Reliance on his
return to Brooklyn he had determined to give his thoughts
to the world and printed 1n a friend s press the first slender
edition of Leates of Grass in 1855 when he was 36 He
had spent his remawming 37 yearsin rewnting and extending
that work which had been more cordially praised and
damned by critics than any other American book Emer
son had sent the message when 1t appeared I greet you
at the beginning of a great career  Whittter had flung the
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book 1ate the fire

His lynics were uneven Jacking in rhyme and rhy thm
some passages were flat and unheraic but he had caught
the spint of American democracy and reabzed the need for
integration for a hearty and human soldanty to balance
the empha 1s on mdrvidualism that threatened fractiona
tion finding the cohestve factor 10 the common man and
making democracy warm and buman and sostal  His con
cept was of the fellowship of all the children of men Fiis
Cwvil War evpenience nursing the wounded had given hym
an understanding of the heart of everyday humanity and
3 great admiration for President Linceln as typifying the
tommon man of s wdeal His best poetry was in the
edstion that had come out soon after the Cival War

From social sohdanty he had gone on to religions see
ing the good life as oneness with the Vhole  Passtonately
sdeahstic he declared that none had begun to think how
divinie he himself was or how certawur the fature was

Professor Moorthy Rao in his concluding remarks de
plozed the dreadfully Enghsh approach of the Indian
Untversities which had prevented acquaintance wath
American hterature  Indwn students had been condibion
ed asgawst rhytnms appeaung avd disappeating a5
Whuman s poetry but Whitman had been probably the
fist to make an attempt to produce new poetry and
was easer to understand than many modess poets  There
was an analogy the Chaman thought between hus attitude
towards the common man and Wordsworth s feeling for
simple and humble folk

PSYCHO ANALYSIS TODAY
111h December 1951

Dr W Mayer Gross Duector of Research i Mental
Diseases Crichton Royal Hospital Dumlries Scotland and
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WHO Consultant speaking under the chalrmanshp of
Dr M V Govindaswamy Superintendent of the State
Mental Hospttal Mysore gave a balaticed evaluation of
the contribution of Freud and the shoticomings of his
theory and its advocates today His teaching on the
ane mmnd was fund 1 and generally accepted
by modern psychiatnists  His psycho analytical techmque
for detecting deep disturbing memores had 1ts uses but
Freud had elaborated the truth he had got hold of to the
point where 1t was false claiming that every mental activity
procceds from the unconscious He had oversimplified
nstincts 1nto the love and death nstincts  Especially his
overstressing of the role of the sex instinct to which he
had wrongly attributed all pleasurable sensations had
aroused greit antagonism He had shown courage mn
breaking the taboo on discussion of sex but his theory
had many weaknesses

Among these were Freud s ignoring of genetic differences
and constitttional factors and the facts that what was
found 1 clinical experience was not found true outside 1t
that his pan psychic and pan sexual theory was an over
systematization that alternative explanations were ignored
and extraneous chechs were not sought and that one stage
1n lis argument was not venfied before the next was for
mulated  The growing mtolerance of the modern psycho
analytical schools and the claim that control over human
souls was sought by the psycho analyst were also urged
against Freuds system The interpretation of psycho
somatic di orders 1n terms of psycho-analytical findings was
the least satisfactory application of the system Treuds
influence was still strong m Amenica though it had waned
in Lurope

The Chatrman shetched I'reud s theory against sts back
ground of a pernod when advances i bactenology and
research 1n the structural alteration of the brain n partic
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ular diseases were wntensive medi.al innovations  No altera
tions were found 1n the bramn i lunacy and no bacterium
had been discovered 1o the bramn  Freud with his substi
tution of chn dhood experiences etc  as causal factors had
given a new orientation to the problem of mental abnor
mahties and mental 1llness He had concentrated on sunple
cases and turned to Greek mythology for symbols and

taphors Dr Gowvind y suggested that Indian
mythology might also be frintfully explored n that con
nection

THE SOCIQOLOGY OF CULTURE
13th December 1951

Mr Leonard M Schiff of the United Theological College
Bangalore lecturing under the charrmanship of Prof V
Sitaramiah of the Central College gave an instructive con
spectu of 1 theory diff 1ating between a socs
ely the largest grouping in which customs tradi
tions and duties are operative and a commumiy a smaller
group of people with a common basis of Iife and of culture
containing within 1t sub groups families etc  Culture was
the patterming of behaviour in groups Interaction set up
habits for wndividuals and customs for the group which
saved mdmideals from having to solve every problem de
70 0 The body of customs was very large and the ongin
of many was obscure and 1 many cases forgotten The
different ways of greeting had once meant something though
they had become for the most part mere habit The
extended hand of the English had originally imphed only
peaceful imtentions proving that the hand extended held no
weapon whereas the Indian greeting with joined palms had
meant I worship the Divine 1n you  giving perhaps a
clue to the temperamental difference between the twa peo
ples but both unere tically £ today
though the folkways continued
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But if folkways had little ethical sigmificance unless
thought of 1n connection with what they symbolized mores
the customs thought by a group to be necessary for 1ts con
tinuance such as marnage customs the institution of mar
riage rehgious ntuals etc were in a different class  Inst
tutions were orgamized patterns of folkways and mores
Life wasstnictly patternized and ways of thinking and feel
ng were 1n part socially determined  Acqusitivene s for
mstance was practi ed where it brought prestige but among
certain Red Indian tribes property was valued only for
gving away

Without the conventional expectations n terms of
Lnowledge of the cultural pattern of a group orgamzed so
cial life would beimpossible  Conflicting elements 1n a cul
ture tend to the breakdown of the behaviour pattern 1 ¢
the coexistence of political democracy and economic
despotism

Dissenting individuals had an 1mportant role 1 cultural
change but cultures also borrowed from each other The
world was a neighbourhood 1ndividuals ought to be free to
move about everywhere and the different cultures had to be
made into a brotherhood avoiding stereotypes about par
ticular groups but a uniform world culture was not possible
1t would lack roots as an artficial languag does

THE CO-OPERATIVE MOVEMENT
15th December 1951

Mr Robert J Butler an official of the Farm Bureau In
surance Companies the second largest co operatn e nsurance
society n the United States spohe under the chairmanship
of Shn R R handra Rac Bhomb Retired Labour
Commussioner of Mysore State who had at one time served
1n the Co-operative Department

Mr Butler presented co-operation as a way of life and
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the only basis upon which mankind could solv e its problems
Civihzation was at the crossroads and the important ques
tion 1n the solving of which India had an important part
was what direction 1t would take whether towards co opera
tive humane procedure or towards coercion  Co operative
sacieties themselves while working for fair distribution at a
fair price tended towards centralization and away from
democratic procedure as they grew His o vn society having
become large very successful and highly centralized had
recognized the need for small umits on which Gandhi had
msisted It now proposed to spend millions to break up its
vast orgamization and bring 1t back to local umts with as
many as ten small co operative nsurance companies to a
State which would give individuals power to make decisions
as to policy services etc and bring home to the people the
necessity for self induced and self devised efforts

The sentiment that progress was mmposable without
bringing 1n the lower classes was rapidly growing in America
which was going in the direction of overcoming poverty

‘The Co operative Movement 1n America believed the de
velopment of machines to be good not ethically wrong but
helpfal for shaking off poverty though the machine had to
be mastered not to be allowed to master people Planning
and heeping objectives in mind were necessary for success

causes were p 1 most clashes Peo

ples were 1nterdependent and the condition of India affect
ed Amernica and vice tersa Men had learned to co operate
at the family or small community level but the great task
calling for the greatest possible understanding between peo
ples was to build up co operation between peoples that
would be as solid and as barmonious as the Co operative
Movement in Sweden for example seemed to be
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PLACES OF INTERELST IN INDIA
17th December 1951

Dr B h hottar who presided at this lecture by Shrt
BV d ja Iyengar introduced the speaker as a
rusicran whose talents had been recogmzed by the bestowal
upon mm by the Mabara)r of Travancore of the title of
Sangita Bhushana

Shri Iyengar descubed the show places of India from
ane end of the subeontinent to the other as seen through
the eyes of a pignm visiting sts sacred shranes and temples
with secular sight seewng subordinate to the religious snter
est He had started gong on pignmages 1n 1928 and
still kept up the practice

He gave a glowing description of the Mount Abu
temples descnbing the main temple as a masterpiece 1n
marble of the triumphs of Mogul architecture at Agra
where a great Hindu temple to nval the glory of the [a3
Alahal was bemng constructed and of the appeal of Hardwar
and Ayodhya for rehgious devotees as also of Badrwmath
Temple high n the Himalayas with its never dying flame
though the temple was closed from October 15th to May
15th and 1ce had to be chopped away with pickaxes to re
open 1t even on the latier date

Shrs Tyengar had wvisted the Buddiust shrine of
Sarnath on wiuneh place he had prepared a monograph

The hardships encountered by pilgnims to some of the
shrines were described with humorous touches Inhos
putahty had been enconntered from the authorities of many
temples bat his singing had been his passport

Shrs Iyengat s lecture was accompamed by recitals from
the Gayatre the Ramayana the Gila Govinda and Gritangaly
and supplemented by an extibition of the beautifuf photo-
graphs which the spealer had brought from the many
places that he had visited
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In the course of his lecture and reatals the speaker
had recourse to no fewer than nine languages—Lnghsh
Hindt Pah Sansknt Bengalt Gujarati Kannada Tamil
and Telugu

THE PLACE OF THE UNIVERSITY IN MODERN
EDUCAFION

27th December 1951

Prof J T Chrstie Principal of Jesus College Qxford
Unwersity lecturing under the charmanship of Principal
L Rama Rao of the Central College Bangalore dealt first
with the important Unesco sponsored I ast West Symposium
held earlier 1 December at Delin of which he had bren
ashed to serve as Rapporteur and compiler of the Proceed
tr,¢  He took up several points {rom the paper submitted
by the Institute on  The Concept of Man and the Phy
fo ophy of Education 1n East and tVest  the subject of
the Symposium which paper was published 1 The Aryan
Path for January 19,1 and as Reprint No 8 of the [nstitute
These points which had been much discussed and some of
which were made also 1n other papers related to there
being no fundamental difference between East and West
to their debt to each other including the Wests debt to
Asian science (though diversity in umity was stressed by
the Seminar as good ) to the fact of Jesus being a universat
teacher like other great teachers and prophets to mans
traditional 1deals needing not redefinition but rediscovery
and to the fact of umficatron having to be through sadivid
vals not national aggregates with its corollary of the
importance of education

Among the d of the Symp were
that books should be preduced about what were roughly
called the Prophets srespective of thewr country and
that reprints of Lastern classics literary religious and
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devotional should be brought out f possible under
mgis of Unesco

On the subject of education tn the umiversities P
fessor Chnstie discussed principally the mnpact of scie:
and the impact of democracy  He brought out the dang
of too early speciahization depuving the scientist and |
technician of an adequate background He advoea
lectures on the bumanities by picked teachers for sewer
students and something of biclogy and physiolegy for a
stadents

Democracy had opened the umversities doors to
wider group but the distinchion of quality of mind rema:
ed  The universities would lose ther standards if th
were for all  Degrees should not be demanded for emplo
ment It was important that every nation be able to
represented at a high coltural level  Universities show
2am at bewng places of light and leading turamg out w
able to mediate between tradition and change Torm
jeaders could say to the masses Go on Now leade
had tosay Comeon The masses had to be suflicient
educated to understand the leader and to follow nle}
gently not blindly

Professor Chnstie stressed the unportance of person
contacts between students and their Prolessors for firnr
the former with humamst ideals  Mass instruction coul
not accomphish what a teacher could with a small group

Among the distinguished guests preseat were Sir Sama
Runganadhan Tormer Indwn High Commissioner at Lo
don and Lady Runganadhan Shn H V Bhaskana
Retired Deputy Auditor General of India Dr B L Manyp
nath  Vice Chancellor of the Umiversuty of Mysore
Pnnaipals of the National College and the Mabaram
College and many more
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BHARATA NATYAM AND EATHAKALI
29th December 1952

Shrimat: Leela Bhaskanalh a member of Shrmat Mrna
Y Sarabhas s dance troupe which recently toured South
America lectared on these tradiional dance techmques
wath d rations before an app five andience which
trowded even the foyer of the Institutes new lecture hall
Pr LS Dora any Honoraty Secretary of the Institute
wtroduced the lecturer

Sheimats Bhaskariah mentioned the growing populanty
of the Indian dance well described as  Movement i Sculp
tare  Tradtionally the Indian dance was tatended not
metely to give debight but to cause bliss 1t was a means of
altamming spinteal harmony and salvation  The Bharata
Natyam dancer was not a creattve artist but a fathful
follower of what had been taught Some of the musical
compositions for which dance pieces had been compased by
8ifted masters were tery ald as were many of the dance
Pieces  The present Bharata Natyam programme had been
evolved 1 South Indw about a hundred years ago

The lecturer explamed that dancing was exther graceful
and delicate and femtning or vigorous and masculme { Lasya
or Tandavg) A further divsion was wto Natyam dramat
1¢ mterpretation of a stoty through the dance Nrutyam
which 1a¢laded expression and moad and Ablsnayam the
tughest form comprising according to Bharatas Natya
Saslra sentiment gestures singing and dress and décor 1f
an;
yShe named several schools of dancing but went wto de
tals only about Bharsta Natyam with sts elements of
emotion  melody and rhythm always beginmng with a
Dancs of Invocation and ending wath a Sansknt sloka from

a devotional lyne  and the hathakah
The Lathakalt dance drama eould be traced back to the
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Tantric period of the Vedic Age but its present form was
only four centuries old a scholarly Raja of Kottakara hav
g revived and improved the ancient folk dance drama
Rich In symboliem and gesture 1t was highly stylized and
developed with 1ts own techmque and peculiar make up
and costume and required elaborate training and sustained
practice It might be religtous semi religious or secular
The last type was tremendously popular 1n the villages
which showed the villagers innate good taste Played n
the open air 1t sometimes held them spell bound from
sunset to dawn  All Kathakall dancers were men who took
also women s parts

Shrimati Bhasl anah aflustrated the gestures and facial
expressions appropriate to the nine Rasas Iove valour
compassion contempt wonder fear disgust anger and
seremty and concluded with the showing of a number of
snudras or hand gestures of which she explained there were
24 basic ones out of a vastly greater total number
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THE JNDIAN INSTITUTE OF CULTURE
FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Statement of Income and Expenditure for the year ended
31st December 1951

(Extracted from the books of Theosophy Co (Myso e) Ltd
audited by R B Alibless & Co D mbay)

1 Ordloary Revenue Account
fa) Libary and Lecture Actt bres

Income
Current Inco 1
Members Subscript ons—Ordinary Rs 2620138
Les Propotton paid to The Aryan Path

maga e for membe s copes 1437140

R 1183153

Sale of Public tions 17 90
Sundry Income 189120
TIntetest on Life members and Patrons Deposits 260- 0 0
Donations 993t 95
Total Income Rs 11692138

Deficst 98322 18
Rs_1tootg 154
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FINANCIAL

Espens s
Curre t Exp nses
Ad ert sing of Lecture Rs 667 80
Ppnt g 8g8 11 0
Loud speaker 279 00
Travelling expenses of Jecturers Y401 Bo
Poblieat ons and Reports 2131 6o
Newspap ¢ and Books 135 8o
Book b nd sg 34 8o
Sal s nd Wages 58 8o
Postage and Teleg ams r133146
Stat onery 603159
‘Ele tr Light and Wat r 164 20
R pairs 175 26
“Taxes 165 8o
Customs d ties 75 o0
Garden Expens 5 54150
Sundry Expenses 28 g
Tota) Carrent Exp ases Rs ToosgT D
Eapstal Exp nses

Ba Id ng Extension Rs 90824 07

Furnsture and Equ pment 8470 70

Lib ary Books 431 80

Tac ease n sto ks of bo ksand publicat on _ 234 40
Total C p taj Expens s 99960 37
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THE INDIAN INSTITUTE OF CULTURE

(5) W Q Judge Cosmopolstan Hom

Incoms
Boarding Fees of Students Rs 7882120
Net Deficat 2574113
Re o457 73
Expenses
Food servants wages etc Rs B8o37 73
Rent of Building 2420 0o

Rs ‘10457 73

2 Life Members and Patrons Caplital Account

Balance at credit at 31st December 1930 Rs 1r373148
Life Members Subscriptions for 1951 2574 O1
Balauce at credit at 315t December 1951 Rs 1304731472

This sum 18 held on Bank Deposit for the benefit of the Institute,

Statement of Assets held by Theosophy Co (Mysore) Ltd
as at 3let December 1951 for the benefit of the
Indian Institute of Culture

Land al Yedihur  As at 31t December 1950 Rs 3277500
Landa d Buld gs No 6 North Publ c Square Road
As at 31st December 1950 Ry 74500 0o
Less Depreciation for Year 1860 00 72730000
Building Lxtension No 6 Nortt Public Squ re Road
As at 315t December 1950 Rs 4529 79
Expended to 31 t Decemb r 1951 90 824 0.7 953538 4
Furn tu ca d Equipment 1 brary and Lectare Hall
As at 31st December 1950 Rs 6237 oo
Added in 1981 8470 70
Rs 14707 70
Less Depreciation for Year 2207 70 12 500.0:0
Furn tureand Equspms ¢+ W Q Judge Cosmopolitan Jlome
As at 315t December 1950 Rs 4514 00
Less Depreciation for Year 677 00 383700
Library Books
Lxpended in 1951 431 80
Stock of Books and P1blicat ons
As at 315t December 1950 Rs 603 15-9
Net Increase for Year 234 40 840 30
Net Total of Assets held at 31at December 1951 Ra__ 21846741
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THE INDIAN INSTITUTE OF CULTURE
6, North Public Square Road,
Basavangud: Bangalore
Members receive free the monthly Arvan Pary
and at cost price 11l publications of the Institute
-
Inau,ural Address { Hinds Translafion ) 6 Annas
TransacTions Each Re 1/ (Postage extra)

No 1 The United States of America The Making of Its
Constitution  { A teview of Carl Van Dorens The
Great Rehearsal) By M RamAswamy

No 2 The Flag of FreeIndia St nificance of the Wheel
of Asoka By G P RaJARATNAM

No 3 Goethe The Scholir By W GRaEro

No 4 Some Plulosoplicil Concepts of Farly Climese
Medicine By Irza VEITH

No 5 The History of Scientific Thou it with Special
Reference to As ByH J J Winter

No 6 East and \West S me Aspects of Historte Evolu
tion By COVSTANTIN REGAVEY

No 7 The Heromnes of the Pliys of halidasa
By S RAMACHANDRA Rao

No 8 VWorld Peace and Rabindranath Tagore
By I CHANDRASERHARAN

No g The Concept of the Umted Nations A Philosoph
1cal Analysts By E M HoucH

No 10 Yantras or Mechamecal Contrivances in Anci nt

India By V RAGHAVAN Re 1/8

No 1r Tie Social Play 1 Sanskot By V RaGHAVAN
Re 1/8

No t The Life and Thougl t of Avicenna ByHJJ
\VINTER Re 1,8

No 13 Unesco and World Unity and Peace Re 1/8



